
 

A Day In Melbourne 
 

World Class – Melbourne Australia 

(1) Why should your city be visited  
Melbourne boasts great events, a passion for food and wine, fabulous public gardens, trendy 
European laneways, lovely beaches and a world-class casino – all easily accessible by tram or 
train.  
In addition, Melbourne is home to a non-stop program of festivals, sporting events, 
exhibitions and productions.  
Just to highlight a few: 

• Australian Tennis Open (last 2 weeks Jan) 

• Melbourne Food and Wine Festival – (2 jam-packed weeks in early March) 

• Australian Formula One Grand Prix (late March) 

• Melbourne International Comedy Festival (early April) 

• Spring Racing Carnival and Melbourne Cup (6 weeks of fashion and horse racing Oct 
Nov) 

• The Australian Masters Golf Tournament (early Nov) 

 

(2)   Must see/Do NOT miss attractions  
Drive down the Great Ocean Road and see the stunningly scenic Victorian Coastline. 
Have dinner on a Colonial TramCar as it makes its way around the city and surrounding 
suburbs. 
Take in the view from the top of the Eureka, the tallest building in the southern hemisphere. 
Tour one of two wine regions; the Peninsula or the Yarra Valley, both offer amazing cellar 
door and dining opportunities. 
Ladies Day - Enjoy one of Melbourne’s favorite traditions: the long lunch, along the Yarra 
River at Southbank, the perfect spot for people watching and enjoying Australia’s 
outstanding food and wine.   
Shop ‘til you drop in the CBD, which offers everything from high-end fashion on Collins 
Street to quirky little designer shops found in arcades and laneways through out the city. 
With Spouse or Partner - Golf one of Melbourne’s famous Sand-belt Championship courses; 
The Royal Melbourne, Kingston Health, Victoria, Metropolitan or Commonwealth Golf Clubs. 
Take your chances at the tables or on the slot machines, or simply enjoy a beautiful meal at 
one of Melbourne’s finest restaurants, in the glamorous the Crown Casino. 

Family Day - Stroll through Carlton Gardens and the Royal Exhibition Building 

(circa1880) before touring The Melbourne Museum and catching a show at the IMAX 

Cinema 

Visit Sovereign Hill in Ballarat, a fabulous re-creation of life during the Australian 

gold rush days of the 1850s. 

 

(3)   Very good things to do/see 
• Sign up for one of the many Walking Tours Melbourne has on offer: Hidden Secrets, 

Queen Victoria Market, Chocoholics, Café Culture, Pub Crawl, China Town… the list goes 
on. 

• Take a picnic and spend the day at the Royal Botanical Gardens or purchase tickets and 
see one of the outstanding live performances of Shakespeare in the Park (summer only) 

• The Immigration Museum, located in the Old Customs House, explores the stories of 
people from all over the world who have migrated to Victoria. 
 



 
 

(4)   Good restaurants (list type of food and price range) 
Experience Melbourne’s mix of cultures in its myriad restaurants, cafes, bistros and bars. 
Whether you’re after modern, traditional, exotic or homespun flavours – Melbourne’s eclectic 
dining scene offers an unbelievable array of the world’s great cuisines, from popular favorites to 

the truly groundbreaking.   Share a drink while snacking on high end tapas in a laneway eatery, 

take on a Szechuan chilli dish in Chinatown, or break out of the CBD and discover the city’s 
specialist eating destinations – Richmond for Vietnamese, Carlton’s ‘Little Italy’, Fitzroy for 
Spanish and Brunswick for Lebanese.  
 
A few of my favorites are: 

• Ezards – modern (elegant) $$$ 

• MoVida – tapas (book early) $$ 

• Number 8 – gourmet Australian (on the banks of the Yarra) $$$ 

• Supper Club - for a drink or light meal (old world charm with a balcony) $  

• Gills Diner – bistro (great atmosphere) $ 

• Mitre Tavern – for a beer and a burger (authentic old pub in the city) $ 

• Rock Pool – unbeatable steak (very modern) $$$ 

• Left Bank – for a nice cocktail and simple meal (indoor-outdoor) $$ 

• Chinta Ria in St Kilda – Malaysian (awesome Laksa) $ 

• Cookie in Curtin House – Thai (funky fun) $ 

 

(5)   Favorite Walks/areas of town 
• Out the St Kilda Pier and along the beach 

• Around the Royal Botanical Garden 

• Down Hardware Lane or DeGraves Street 

• Along the Yarra River 

• On the beach in Apollo Bay (which is on the Great Ocean Road) 

 

(6)   The place to have a relaxing beverage and take in the atmosphere  
Anywhere in the city along the Yarra River, the Kiosk in the Royal Botanical Garden or at one 
of the restaurants in Federation Square 

 

(7)   Shopping recommendations  

• Aboriginal Art 

• Opals 

• Food at Markets (Victoria, South Melbourne, or Prahran) 

• Australian and New Zealand women’s clothing designers 

• Vegemite 
 

(8)   Three things people might be surprised to learn about city a/o people 
(1) It’s very European. 
(2) The food is absolutely amazing! 
(3) According to those who play, the golf courses are unbelievably great. 

 

(4)    Best time to visit (weather, etc. 
February – March 

 

(10)  Transportation recommendations  



 
within the city - Trams, trains, buses, taxis – it’s all there and it’s all very 

accessible. 

 

getting to the city - Fly and bus to Southern Cross Station, which is just on the edge of 
the CBD. It’s inexpensive and quick. Take any of the above from there. 

 

(11)  Other insights that would be of interest (little know sights or facts) 
The weather can change a lot and very quickly – wear layers. 
 

(12)  If you have more than one day (could be a day trip) 
Drive down the Great Ocean Road. The Great Ocean Road is on Victoria’s spectacular 
west coast and stretches 104 kms from the idyllic resort town of Lorne through Apollo 
Bay and past the magnificent 12 Apostles. You can meander through beautiful national 

parks, walk deserted beaches or gaze over pristine marine sanctuaries on your way.  

 

(13)  Hotel recommendations 

• The Langham Hotel on Southbank $$$  

• The Travelodge (half a block away from Langham but much less) $ 

• Quest Apartments (good for families) in many locations around the city $$ 

• The Hotel Windsor for quaint $$ 

• Park Hyatt Melbourne for business in the CBD $$$ 

 

(14)  Things to be aware of or to be avoided 
Avoid - A taxi from the airport, they cost about $60. TAKE the bus 
Note - Tipping is far less common than in the US. Restaurants – 10% for good service. 
Tipping Taxis drivers – completely optional. 

 
Important - Definitely review the road rules before you come, if you plan to drive. 

                    Resource: http://goaustralia.about.com/cs/practicalinfo/a/aus drive1.htm  

 Driving in Australia: Do It the Aussie Way 

 Driving in Australia: Getting It Right 

 Australian Traffic Rules 

 Parking and Roundabouts 

 Doing the Melbourne Hook Turn 

Be prepared for the toll charges if you are driving. Ask when renting your car. 

 

(15)  Websites to check-out 
www.visitmelbourne.com  

http://www.greataccommodation.com.au/  

http://www.beautifulaccommodation.com/vic-luxury-ac commodation.html  

http://www.fionalake.com.au/other-info/other-refere nces/rural-words/australian-

american-words  

(16)  How disabled friendly is the city? 



 
I am not certain but I think quite good. It is the sort of thing Australia does well. 

 


