
 

A Day In Hamburg 

 
1) Why should Hamburg, Germany 

be visited?  
Hamburg is not the top of the list for must-
see places like London, Paris or Munich 
and that is part of its charm. It is the 
second largest city in Germany, the 
seventh largest in Europe, but you don´t 
really feel it.  Located on the water and 
dotted with parks and wooded areas; Hamburg is a city that welcomes you right 
away. It is one of the most beautiful cities in Germany! Very metropolitan and 
friendly, but also full of history and beauty. Hamburg is a harbour city, with so 
many gorgeous water canals, the Alster Lake and the Elbe River!  

2) Must-see/Do-not-miss attractions 
       a. Ladies Day: A day trip to one of the many little 'doll house' towns that 
dot the countryside would be fun for Ladies' Day. 

       b. With spouse or partner:  
• Get on a bike. There are so many fabulous bike paths, including the 

North Sea Bike Route, that lead you – even if you are an 
inexperienced rider – around the city. The Deutsche Bahn has bike 
rental stands at most of the tourist attractions. You can rent for as 
little as15 minutes or for multiple hours using your bank card.  

• Take in a soccer game. Both the HSV and St. Pauli draw in 
enthusiastic crowds for every game. 

       c. Family day:   
• Miniatur Wunderland, the largest miniature train museum in the 

world. http://www.miniatur-wunderland.de 
• Hagenbecks Tierpark, the only family-run private zoo still in 

existence in Europe. www.hagenbeck.de   
• So many fantastic playgrounds and gardens, ready for picnics and 

BBQ's! Beach along the Elbe is great with kids too. 
• Hamburg is a city of festivals and markets. The Harbor Birthday 

festival (Hafengeburtstag), takes place usually the second weekend 
in May. The Alster Festival (Alstervergnügen), at the end of August, 
and the Christmas markets in December are popular. The Dom 
(carnival) comes to the Heiligengeistfeld three times a year. 

 

3) Very good things to do / see 
This is just a short list of the diverse attractions in the city. All are appropriate 
for a ladies day, couples outing and family day. 
• The Inner and Outer Alster Lakes  
• Rathausmarkt  



 
• Strand Perle Beach Bar on the Elbe. 
• Sankt Pauli game at Millentor 
• Ferry along the Elbe  
• Alster Boat tours - all are great!  
• Reeperbahn and Beatles Platz & Beatles Museum. Check out where it all 

started.  
• Take your photo in one of the last remaining black and white booths in the 

city @ Feldstrasse Ubahn station, St Pauli 
• St. Michaeliskirche  
• Landungsbrücken  
• The Fischmarkt  
• Walk along the Elbe River and visit the Elbtreppen in Altona  
• Planten und Blomen (Botanical Gardens) 
•   Barkassenboot tour of the Elbe and Speicherstadt (the smaller the boat, the 

better) 
•   The many, many museums, including Dialog in Dunkeln (“Dialogue in the 

Dark”) www.dialog-im-dunkeln.de and the Hamburg Dungeon www.the-
dungeons.de 

• You can take an easy tour bus that gives you all the tourist information 
combined with easy transportation around every part of the city. Catch it at 
Hauptbahnhof (Main Station) and hop on and off as you please. 

 

4) Good restaurants (list type of food and price range) 
• Man Wah: Chinese and Dim Sum, Spielbudenplatz 18, 20359 Hamburg, $$ 
• Shikara: Indian, Bahrenfelder Str. 241, 22765 Hamburg $$ 
• Cosmos: Italian, Spritzenplatz 12, 22765 Hamburg $$ 
• Teufels Kuche: mainly vegetarian, Ottenser Hauptstraße 47, 22765 

Hamburg $ 
• Knuth: breakfast, Große Rainstrasse 21, 22765 Hamburg $ 
• Café Schmidt: coffee, cake, ice cream, Große Rainstrasse 15, 22765 

Hamburg $ 
• Kypros: Greek, Spritzenplatz 18, 22765 Hamburg $$ 
• Roatan: Carribean, St. Pauli Fischmarkt 4 20359 Hamburg $$ 
• Rive: seafood and typical Hamburg fare, Van-der-Smissen-Strasse 1, 

22767 $$$$ 
•   The Cliffs: casual, modern food, Fährdamm 13, 20148 Hamburg $$ 
•   Indochine: Asian fusion. Ice bar along with a dance floor, Neumühlen 11 

22763 Hamburg,  $$$ 
•   Restaurante Picasso: Spanish Tapas, Rathausstrasse 14, 20095 Hamburg, 

$$ 
• Die Bullerei: Germany's answer to Jamie Oliver, Tim Mälzer, has opened 

this incredible restaurant in Hamburg, but you can sample his food without 
the high prices at the Deli, right at the entrance to the main restaurant.  
Casual food, Lagerstrasse 34B, 20357 Hamburg, $$, daily specials.   
Schones Leben in Spiecherstadt : meat, fish and pasta, Alter Wandrahm 
15, 20457 Hamburg, $$$ 



 
• Gröninger Privat Brauerei: micro brewery & German meals, German, Willy-

Brandt-Str. 47, 20457 Hamburg, $$ 
• Brauhaus Joh. Albrecht: micro brewery & German meals, Adolphsbrücke 7, 

20457 Hamburg, $$ 
 

5) Favorite walks /areas of town 
• Altona/Ottensen 
• Neustadt 
• St. Pauli 
• Sternschanze 
• Hoeheluft 
• Stadtpark 
• Around the Alster 
• Neuer Wall and Jungfernstieg 
• Planten und Blomen 
• Speicherstadt   
• Along the Elbe from Ottensen (or starting in Teufelsbrück) to Blankenese or 

walk down the hill or steps in Blankenese  
• Take the ferry from Landungsbrücken to Museumshafen/Övelgönne and 

walk along the pedestrian path to the left.  The gorgeous Elbe, beach, and 
harbor are to the left, the old homes of the shipping families to the right.  
Bring a picnic or buy a snack at the Strandperle. 
  

6) THE place to relax and take in atmosphere 
• The white chairs on the west side of the Alster, on Harvestehuder Weg 
• Planten und Blomen 
• A meal on the Alster 
• Coffee at Rathausmarkt 
• Schumachers Bier Garten in the Stadtpark  
• Strandperle on the Elbe  
• Alex im Alsterpavillon  

 

7) Shopping recommendations (areas of town or specialty shops) 
• Boutique, small independent shopping opportunities on Marktstrasse in St. 

Pauli   
• In and around the small streets of Ottensen. 
• In and around Grossneumarkt 
• Along Paul-Roosen-Strasse in St Pauli and in the nearby adjacent streets. 
• On a rainy day: Alstertal Einkaufszentrum in Poppenbüttel  
• The Karoviertel has lots of interesting retro shops and Hamburg designers  
• Follow the Marktstrasse between Messehallen and Feldstrasse 
• Exclusive shops up and down Eppendorfer Landstrasse  
• Great edgy boutiques in Sternshanze  
• City Center shopping: Mönkebergstrasse, Spitalerstrasse, Jungfernstieg and 

Gänsemarkt 
 
 



 

8) Three things people might be surprised to learn about Hamburg (HH) 
1. The many streams, rivers and canals in Hamburg are crossed by over 

2300 bridges, more than Amsterdam or Venice.[39] Hamburg has more 
bridges inside its city limits than any other city in the world. 

2. Hamburg is the home of the world famous Reeperbahn. In the early 
1960s, The Beatles (who had not yet become world-famous) played in 
several clubs here. Famously John Lennon is quoted: "I might have 
been born in Liverpool - but I grew up in Hamburg". 

3. The majority of Germans who migrated to America sailed from 
Hamburg. From about 1830 there was a sharp increase in the number 
of Germans migrating to America, and in 1847 the Hamburg-America 
Line (Hamburg-Amerikanische Packetfahrt-Actiengesellschaft - 
abbreviated HAPAG) was founded in Hamburg.  

 

9) Best time to visit 
Hamburg is seen at its best from May until late September. Spring is 
Gorgeous! Summer isn't too hot and Autumn is also stunningly beautiful! 

 

10) Off the beaten track sights 
• Don't Tell Mama: Best Cheesecake Cafe in Hamburg! http://mamaknows.de/   
• Happy Cappy Cupcakes: Just has to be seen to appreciate this gorgeous shop 

front. http://www.kaeppchenkuchen.net/  
• Cafe Centrale: Run by Italian Romeo, who makes THE best coffee in 

Hamburg! http://www.qype.com/place/5492-Cafe-Centrale-Hamburg 
• Klippkroog: great industrially furnished cafe, with all organic food! Good coffee 

and serves breakfast ALL day :) 
http://klippkroog.de/Klippkrog/Willkommen_im_Klippkroog.html  

• El Rojito: cute little cafe with sunny garden out the back. Enjoy amazing cake 
and coffee, quiche, soup or toasties.  
http://www.qype.com/place/10828--el-rojito-e-V--Hamburg   

• Hatari: good burgers and excellent flammkuchen! A favourite: goat cheese and 
cranberry with fresh rosemary! 
http://maps.google.com/maps/place?client=ubuntu&channel=fs&oe=utf-
8&um=1&ie=UTF8&q=hatari,+hamburg&fb=1&hq=hatari,&hnear=Hamburg,+G
ermany&cid=4912211169263113609 

 

11) If you have more than one day 
• Take an Elbe ferry to the "Altes Land", get bikes before and take them, 

especially in May to experience the apple trees in blossom.  
• Apart from all Hamburg has to offer, it is also a stone's throw from the Baltic 

Sea and picturesque towns like Stade, Luebeck and Lueneburg.   
• Thinking about travelling outside of HH? Then use 

http://www.bahn.de/i/view/DEU/en/index.shtml to find connection times, prices 
and you can even book online!  

 
 

 



 

12) Hotel recommendations (include area and price range) 
• The Fairmont Vier Jahreszeiten. Not part of the famous Four Season’s Hotel 

chain, but an old family business and one of the oldest in Hamburg. Neue 
Jungfernstieg. $$$$ 

• Intercontinental on the Alster: Great location, tour bus right outside, $$$$ 
 

13) Things to be aware of / to avoid 
• Be careful on the Reeperbahn at night and make sure to hold on to your 

valuables. Although this is a tourist attraction and not really an “unsafe” area, 
this is still the red-light district and the prostitutes will speak to the men. 
Women are not allowed to enter Herbertstrasse. 

• Rush hour in Hamburg is not pleasant. It takes a lot longer to get anywhere to 
get out of the city by car.  

• Sternschanze on certain dates. Ask the locals for details. Many 
demonstrations go awry on May 1 or after soccer games. 

 

14) Websites to check out  
• http://english.hamburg.de/ Welcome to Hamburg – Moin! Here you will find the 

information you need for planning a visit to our beautiful city of Hamburg. 
• http://www.hvv.de/en/index.php is very helpful. This can be done in 

English/German and gives you an exact journey from door to door on the 
HVV, Hamburg’s public transport system. Just type in where you are and 
where you want to go and it gives you exactly what public transport would be 
best to get from your A to your B, Including times, maps and even which ticket 
to buy.  

• http://www.toytowngermany.com/hamburg/ The English-language community 
website for Germany.  

• http://www.thelocal.de/hamburg/ Germany’s News in English 
• http://www.qype.com  Discover and Recommend 
• http://plantenunblomen.hamburg.de/ Information about the Hamburg Botanical 

Gardens. 
 
15) How disabled / stroller friendly is Hamburg? 

Actually pretty good. In terms of public transport, be aware all stations on the 
map that have lift access have a disabled logo. That way you can easily 
navigate around the city, without getting off at a station with only stairs. You 
can also get a map of the public transportation and note well which stations 
have elevators and escalators.  Some areas are much easier visited with 
busses than with trains, or be prepared to carry a stroller up and down stairs.  
Many U and S-Bahn stops are not accessible. Go to www.hvv.de for more 
information. 
 
Many cafés and restaurants have restrooms in the basement, so ask before 
you sit down if this is an issue. 

 


