
 

A Day in Munich 

 

The Dream City-Munich, Bavaria, Germany   

The King wanted to turn Munich into a town which 
does such credit to Germany that no man can say ' 
I know Germany ' unless he has seen Munich. To 
make the dream come true, King Ludwig 1 created 
monumental buildings, magnificent squares and a 
boulevard befitting a metropolis. By doing so he 
joined an impressive series of Wittelsbach rulers 
who before and after him, without exception, were 
all gripped by a passion to make their mark through 
architecture. They have given Munich a southern European townscape 
distinguished by Greek columns, Italian baroque facades and French stucco.  

Munich, a magic world, full of art, culture and joie de vivre, with a seductive flair 
that casts its spell on people from the four corners of the earth, touches a 
mysterious chord deep down in our hearts.  

 

Must see/Do NOT miss attractions:    

o Town Hall at Marienplatz with the Glockenspiel carillon.  Discover exquisite 
shops, coffee houses and architecturally pleasing facades in this area.  

o Isartor, the only city gate to have retained most of its original aspect.  

o The Asamkirche in Sendlingerstrasse.  

o The new Jewish museum and synagogue at Jacobsplatz. 

o The Viktualien Markt is forever associated with the Munich's Mediterranean 
flair.   

o St . Peterskirche and the Frauenkirche with the twin towers.  

o The Hofbräukeller, famous for beer, music and a place where Hitler rallied. A 
veritable shrine to the Gemütlichkeit that epitomises the Bavarian way of life, 
with local beer, snacks and brass band music.  



 

o Maximilianstrasse, where the Parliament buildings stand erect in the distance 
and the rich and famous parade the fashionable shops and meet socially to 
chat and drink.  

o The statue of Maximilian 1 and the Bavarian State Opera, the Residenz, the 
Theatinerkirche and the Hofgarten near Odeonsplatz. The Schatzkammer in 
the Residenz is a must if you do a tour.  

o Architecture fans should walk through the old part of Bogenhausen, starting at 
the “Friedensengel”, to see early Jugendstil. 

With spouse or partner:  

o The BMW  Centre and Museum at the Olympiapark.   

Ladies day:  

o Neuhauserstrasse and Karlsplatz/Stacchus with its great range of 
shops from the elegance of Oberpollinger to the exquisite tastes and 
smells in Dallmayer behind the Rathaus. 

o Lots of lovely tourist shops around the little streets of Marienplatz.  

o Leopold Strasse and Brienner Strasse lead the way to Schwabing 
where many young people hang out, and there are lots of art shops in 
this area. Brienner Strasse leads to more expensive shops, the 
museums at Königsplatz, and of course there are lovely coffee shops 
and restaurants along the way.   

Family Day:  

o The toy museum near Marienplatz, good for a rainy day.  

o The Zoo offers many attractions for families with small children.  

o For Dads and boys who love football, the Allianz Arena is worth a visit. If you 
do a tour, you can see the changing rooms that Bayern Munich use and look 
down from the highest seats in the arena.  

o The Englisher Garten is a wonderful place for play, starting with the river 
surfers at the bridge next to the Haus der Kunst. The Chinese tower and the 
Biergarten are wonderful places for eating and meeting with people.   



 

o The Olympiapark is a great place for families with opportunities to plan on the 
green areas. Visit Tollwood in the summer, climb the tower for the best views 
of Munich and the Alps, visit the Aquarium and have lunch in the park or at 
the restaurant.  

  

Very good things to do/see: 

o Take a bus tour of the city if your time is short. There is an inner city tour and 
one which travels farther afield to places like Nymphenburger Schloss, the 
summer palace of royalty. Tickets and information at the tour office near 
Hauptbahnhof.  

o The Third Reich tour is a fascinating opportunity to walk all the areas during 
Hitler's rule.  

o Climb the towers: St Peter's church, the Frauenkirche and the Olympia tower.  

o Walk the streets or hire a guide to take you by bicycle, all available from 
Marienplatz.  

 

Good restaurants  

o Spatenhaus: High quality Bavarian food. Main courses around 10 - 20 euros. 
Opposite the Bavarian State Opera house.  

o There are numerous Bavarian restaurants in this area. The big department 
stores (especially Oberpollinger) have restaurants that are perfect for smaller 
meals and reasonably priced.  

o There are many other exquisite restaurants around the square, but one most 
people might overlook is the Ratskeller. This is a wonderful warren of nooks 
and crannies and a great place to have your first experience of Bavarian 
cuisine if on a short trip. The menus are presented in English so they are 
used to tourists. Check out the Munich website- see end of document.  

o For vegetarians, Prinz Myshkin in Hackenstrasse. 

 



 

Favorite Walks/areas of town 

Englischer Garten, Hofgarten area, Maximilian Strasse, Nymphenburger Schloss, 
along the Isar from the Zoo to the city.  

 

The place to have a relaxing beverage and take in the atmosphere (wine or 
coffee & cake) 

Cafe am Dom in Marienplatz:  One could not even manage to list a quarter of the 
places one could choose from in an around the centre of Marienplatz.  You don't 
have to walk far to find somewhere to stop for a drink or food.  The Biergartens 
are favourite places in summer. They are dotted all over the city. Some have live 
music at weekends and in the evenings.  

 

Shopping recommendations: Comprehensive range of shops in and along 
Neuhauser strasse from Marienplatz to Karlsplatz/Stacchus. See also the “5 
Höfe” and the all-English Hugendubel bookstore at Salvatorplatz. If you have 
time, it is worth going away from the main shopping street to explore as there are 
lots of smaller shops with more exclusive items.  

 

Three things people might be surprised to learn about city a/o people 

1. Munich was so called because it was formerly an area with monks.  

2. The city of Munich has grown from the convergence of many villages to the 
city it is now.  

3. Landshut north of Munich was formerly the capital of Bavaria. The seat of the 
Bishops of Bavaria was centered in Freising.  

4. In Marienplatz, which used to be the market square, one of the main items 
sold was salt from the salt mines in Southern Bavaria.  

5. Munich is Germany’s Silicon Valley. 

  

 



 

Best time to visit: (weather, etc.)   

Spring is beautiful and the weather can be beautiful through to end of June. July 
and August can be hot and humid but everyone retreats to the beer gardens. It is 
a very people friendly city.  

Transportation recommendations  

Within the City - The city transport in Munich is one of the best in Europe. A day 
ticket for the inner ring is valid on all S- Bahns, U- Bahns, trams and busses.  

Getting to the City -  Munich airport is well north of the city but the S- Bahn runs 
in two directions into the city, tickets can be bought in the terminal, and the trains 
leave every twenty minutes from the central area of the airport.  

Surrounding area - A Bayern ticket is valid for a day and five adults, or ten 
children under the age of 12 can travel on one ticket. The ticket costs 28 Euros. 
Day trips to other cities in Bavaria are very affordable and easy to organise. 
These tickets are not valid on ICE trains but on all RE and DB regional trains. 
One can only travel after 0900 in the morning and the earliest time for return is 
from 18:00.  

 

Other insights that would be of interest (little know sights or facts) 

Munich claims to be very cosmopolitan, and there are a large number of book 
publishers in the city.  

 

If you have more than one day (could be a day trip) 

Take the S- Bahn to Starnberger See (lake cruises start next to the station) or go 
farther on a RE or DB train to Garmisch-Partenkirchen and enjoy the German 
Alps. For the sum of 28 euros, five adults or a family with children can travel to 
many German cities on a day trip. Weekend tickets are also good value for 
families.  

 

  



 

Hotel recommendations (please include area of town and price range) 

o Bayerischerhof in Promenadeplatz- Prices can be as high as 320 euros for 
the room only. The rooftop café has a lovely view of the city. 

o Mandarin Oriental, Neuturmstrasse, luxury near the Opera with a Michelin 
restaurant thrown in. 

o Torbräu near Isartor is very centrally located and the rooms would be more 
reasonable.  

o Many of the hotels are located near the main train station and others are 
more in the suburbs for example in the Schwabing area or farther north. 

The range is comprehensive and therefore it would be best to look at the Munich 
website listed below.  

Things to be aware of or to be avoided 

o Most employees in cafes and restaurants are very helpful even if you have 
limited German. They appreciate people who try to use the language and 
most often they themselves speak good English so communication is not  big 
problem.  

o Augustiner restaurant in Newhauser strasse- very touristy and food mediocre.  

o Check prices of tickets for transport carefully. There is a three day ticket 
which is very good value for tourists.  

o Do not take the risk of NOT having a valid train ticket. Passengers are 
checked regularly and fines are 40 euros on the spot. There is no sympathy 
for the pleading tourist as information is published in English now in many 
major train stations.  

Websites to check-out - this website is wonderful and gives a very 
comprehensive list of everything from sightseeing opportunities and includes 
finding accommodation and many other things.  

www.muenchen.de 

http://www.toytowngermany.com/ See the section on Munich. 

 



 

How disabled friendly is the city?  

Most places have lifts and entrances which accommodate disabled members of 
society.  

 


