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(1)   If you love art, come to Florence.  Florence has more famous artworks per 
square meter than just about any other city in the world. 
 
(2)    Must-see attractions: 

a. For Ladies:  Clothing is gorgeous (though expensive). But if you have 
your car with you the ceramics are unique. 

b. For you & your partner:  Don’t miss the original ”David” statue (perfect 
lighting and the 4 unfinished sculptures, also by Michelangelo, at the 
Accademia. 

c. For the family:  Try to come for one of the many historical pageants 
(Easter through late spring) or the chocolate festa in January.   

 
(3)   In addition to c above, there is often an interesting exposition at the Fortezza da 
Basso – antiques, furniture, objects & inventions of many types. 
 
(4)  Tuscan food is great, and it is hard to get a bad meal in Florence.  Prices are high, 
however, so read the menus/prices displayed outside the restaurant.  The restaurants 
on the edges of town are more interesting because of the views. 
 
(5)   Walk No. 4 from the book Florencewalks is my favourite; it takes you on a two-
hour walk on the Oltrarno side of the river (Pitti Palace area) in the zone of artisans 
and historical workshops that are still operational. 
 
(6)   Sit at an outside table at “Rivoire”, a large Bar/café in Piazza Signoria to admire 
the (outside) “David” while enjoying a thick and sinful hot chocolate. 
 
(7)   Clothing is gorgeous (though expensive); however, if you have your car with 
you then check out the ceramics and terra cotta for vases, pots, etc. large & small for 
house & garden. 
 
(8)   Surprisingly for an Italian city, you can find nice little quick lunches in most 
Italian downtown bars.  Many downtown stores and tourist sites now remain open 
during the lunch hour, or else close down for short periods rather than 3 or 4 hours 



 
like Rome & Naples.  In warm weather there are many free concerts and other events 
in the downtown area. 
 
(9)  The nicest months for weather are late March through May.  These are also the 
worst months for crowds and over-packed tourists sites.  Lat September and October 
may have nice weather and are definitely better from the point of view of price and 
ease of movement.   
AVOID JULY & AUGUST:  The weather is hot & humid, and the mosquitoes are 
unbearable.  Also, air conditioning is poor in many public places. 
 
(10)  Plan to park your car and move around town by bus or on foot; it is not possible 
to drive in most areas, and parking is scarce.  Look for a hotel with parking if you 
bring a car.  Train and plane travel into Florence are convenient because the train 
station is right in the center, and the airport is not far away.  Your car is useful only 
for travelling to edge-of-town sites or for day trips to Siena, Pisa, etc.  Even these 
cities, however, are easily reached on bus tours.  
 
(11)   A surprising attraction is the golf contest in mid-December when famous 
players along with average golfers hit balls off Ponte Vecchio and hope they will land 
on a tiny island.  Also, if you are willing to get up very early so as to have early 
morning light, go see the black alabaster windows behind the main apse of San 
Miniato (the windows look like black walls unless the light is behind them), 
Florence’s most beautiful church, on the hill right behind Piazza Michelangelo – 
where you can also catch Florence’s most typical photographic views.   
 
(12)    If you have more than a day or two and want to venture out of town, skip San 
Gimignano (too touristy, and you have to park way out of town) and go to Volterra, 
about an hour’s drive from Florence.  A 12th century town with Etruscan ruins, a 
Roman theatre and forum, Italy’s 2nd best Etruscan museum, and wonderful shops for 
alabaster and semi-precious stones and stone sculptures.  For lunch, buy yourself a 
pizza & something to drink and take it up to the small & incredibly beautiful city 
park right under the walls of a huge Medici fortress.  On a clear winter day you can 
see the island of Corsica!  Pisa & Siena are also interesting & beautiful, but Volterra 
is different.  
 
(13)  Hotels of all price ranges are available in and out of town.  The best buys for 
family are the many convents, which have comfortable rooms with breakfast for €40 
or less per person – some have even better family rates.  Look on-line.   
 
(14)   Unless you make a reservation a couple of days in advance, avoid the Uffizi art 
museum.  It is not worth the 8-hour line.  Ask your hotel about how and where to 
reserve. 



 
(15) The city is so well-known that most of the things you will want to know are 
easily available on line. 
 
(16)  Florence is still very difficult to manage for disable people because of the 
uneven streets, lack of ramps, limited elevator service in old buildings, etc.  This is a 
city in where tourists walk a lot because cars don’t arrive as close to public entrances 
as one would like.  Major museums are accessible, as are some hotels.  Ask on line. 
 
For help from the local FAWCO Club, phone the consulate (055-266951) and ask for 
the number of the incumbent president of The American-International League of 
Florence – ONLUS (A.I.L.O.). 
 
  ENJOY OUR CITY!                 Gretchen Guidi, A.I.L.O. (Florence) 
 
 
P.S.  In the photo you can see the homes of at least five of our members. 

  
 
 
 
  
  


