
 Pg 1 of 9 

Madrid, Spain:  Surrounding Areas…  To Do and See in ~2 Days 
 

 
 

Day Trips  (Also see Aranjuez & La Granja Palaces!) 
 
 

Avila    
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%81vila  
     This World Heritage Site rises under the shelter of the Gredos 
Sierra. Behind the walls of this capital of Castile-León, a 
priceless compound is concealed, made up of Renaissance 
churches and palaces: a silent witness to the bygone splendor of 
the city when it was a textile power. Medieval cities were like 
this. Its grand wall is the best conserved in Europe (walk atop 
the ramparts!). Located between Madrid and Salamanca - 1.5 hrs 
by train (15€ RT). Values on ceramics, clothing, bed coverings, leather, wool. (Doña 
Guiomar is an excellent restaurant. Calle Tomás Luis De Victoria 3, Tel: +34 920 253 709)                 
 

Segovia  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Segovia 
     The twin charms of Segovia's fairytale castle and Roman aqueduct make 
Segovia an essential day trip from Madrid. Segovia is 88 km, 55 miles from 
Madrid, and is easy enough to reach by bus, train, or car.  Surrounded by 
mountains, and famous for its Roman aqueduct, Gothic cathedral, medieval 
old town, and traditional Castilian cuisine.  La Granja is only 9 km away. 
ALSO NEAR:  Royal (Summer) Palace of La Granja de San Ildefonso  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Palace_of_La_Granja_de_San_Ildefonso    

 
 

Toledo  
     

     Toledo is only 50 km (31 miles) from Madrid. The city was Spain's capital for 
five centuries (spread over two millennia) and is packed with Christian, Jewish, 
and Moorish monuments. Don't miss the exquisite Cathedral (one of the world’s 
largest and ornate inside) and the Alcázar, a hilltop fortress that was restored 
after enduring a 70-day siege in the Spanish Civil War. Great leather goods 
outside the city and Damascene jewelry. For more info, visit the city gov’s bilingual 

ToledoWeb and Spain Tourism's Province of Toledo  pages. 
 

 
 

 

El Escorial  
     El Escorial, the palace and monastery built by Philip II, is only 40 km (25 miles) 
from Madrid. The exquisite, vast 16th Century edifice occupies a dramatic site 
near the mountains is well worth a visit even if royal palaces normally leave you 
cold. (Philip II's private apartments and bedroom are surprisingly austere.) This 
monastery/crypt (where the majority of Spain's kings for the past 400 years are 
buried) is a nice alternative to the more tourist-filled Segovia and Toledo. View at 
Spain's national heritage site, Patrimonionacional.es  or   http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/El_Escorial  
 
 

El Valle de los Caidos  
     (Nearby El Escorial to make a perfect combined day trip.)  The Valley of the Fallen is a HUGE, amazing monument 
to victims of the Spanish Civil War. It includes a beautiful basilica, hewn out of the rock by prisoners of General 

Franco's winning side. Some 40,000 dead soldiers (both Nationalists and Republicans) are 
hidden behind the mausoleum's walls.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valley_of_the_Fallen 
 

     ALSO NEAR: Royal Palace of Zarzuela - the principal residence of King Juan Carlos 
of Spain and Queen Sofia and their family. The Royal Palace and hunting lodge of El 
Pardo complex (former home to Franco), is the residence of the Prince and Princess of 
Asturias.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palace_of_Zarzuela  
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To Do & See in ~ 2 Days  (choose from local favorites) 
 

Double Decker City Centre Bus Tour  
http://www.madridvision.es/en/index.php  (1 & 2 Day Tix)   

     A two level bus tour where you can listen to headsets describing the sites in English. 
Drop your bags at the hotel, relax and see the sites while your body acclimates. You can 
hop on and hop off at selected stops all over the city all day long. A great way to get your bearings in Madrid. There 
are a few different routes -  see historic sections, main business district, shopping and nicer neighborhoods as well.   
 
 
Royal Palace of Madrid (Palacio Real)   
Calle Bailén 28071  930a- 5p, Mon-Sat 
http://www.patrimonionacional.es/en/preal/preal.htm 
     Beautiful inside and out. Visit glorious decorated rooms with important 
pieces of art and furniture, including The Armory with suits of armor for 
men and horses. It is one of the few "living" palaces in Europe.  

The Palace is not used as a residence by the 
royal family but used often for royal 
functions and entertaining foreign 
diplomats who come to visit. Located in the 
center in the oldest part of Madrid and 
flanked by gardens and plazas on all sides. 
Near metro Opera.   
  ** (Ideal if you have 2-3+ hours; free entry on Wed;        
pay full price for a guided tour – preferred – only 10€) 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Shopping:  Chueca, Calle Fuencarral & Calle Augusto Figueroa   
http://www.mdf.es/, Metro: Chueca     

     Check out the trendy and eclectic shops along Calle Fuencarral and adjacent. Window shop and 
people watch – much to see and enjoy. From the Plaza de Fuencarral, walk down perpendicular Calle 
Augusto Figueroa for zapatos (shoes) galore at reasonable prices.  Shop for high-end fashion in the 
chi-chi Salamaca neighborhood on Serrano Street and surrounding Calles. 
 

 
 

Patrimonio Comunal Olivarero - Olive Oil     
Calle Mejia Lequerica 1, 28004 Madrid. Tel: 91.308.05.05, 10ª-2p & 5p-8p, http://www.pco.es/default.aspx 

     Spain is the largest producer of olive oil in the world. Like wines, varieties are distinguished by colour, flavour and 
smell, and tastings here are part of the fun. This shop - compact, cheerfully lighted, and cozy as the cafes and 
bookstores of its neighborhood - is in a 19th-century building on the edge of the 
trendy Chueca district.  
     Run by the Patrimonio Comunal Olivarero (Spanish olive oil promoting 
foundation), the store has been selling high-quality Spanish oil for nearly half a 
century. ~80 brands are for sale, all produced in the 10 main olive-growing 
regions, from Andalusia in the south to Catalonia on the French border.  
     "Every oil we stock is extra virgin = obtained by cold pressing or some other 
natural process, and has a very low acidity," says manager, Pedro Javier Rodrigo.   
     (You will find olive oils for every pocketbook and taste. There is fruity oil from Córdoba 

province at $1.70 a quarter liter (8.45 ounces) (at the 
rate of US $1.40 to the 1€ euro).   L'Estornell 
Quincentenary, a golden, aromatic oil - in a squat, 
squarish flask – is ~US $44 a liter - the most expensive in the shop. It is produced in Catalonia 
from, as the label boasts, “trees alive when Colombus was.”)   
 

     Although there are 250 olive varieties from which oil is pressed, most Spanish oils 
come from four types: picual, cornicabra, hojiblanca and arbequina, each with its own 
distinct flavor. All are available at the store.  
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San Ginés – Famous Madrid Chocolateria   
Pasadizo de San Ginés, 5 (Metro Sol, city center - across the street from Plaza Mayor's underground garage entrance) 

     San Ginés has been around since 1894 and is the most centrally located chocolatería. Open until 7a (from the night 
before). There is no menu because it is obvious what people are going to eat. One 
can order a coffee or a slice of some baked goodie sitting on the counter, but this is 
not why people come here. Because it is so popular, expect to wait a bit for a table 
at almost any hour.   
     The churros are fresh and the chocolate is a nice 
accompaniment - you may give it second thought if you are 
thinking of drinking it. The dark chocolate here is a 
luxuriant, rich (while smooth) sauce served in a coffee cup 
used for dunking your churros. Add powdered sugar (to 
either) if desired, but not needed. One serving is ~4.20€. 

 
 
 

Stroll through Retiro Park (Parque del Retiro)  
Madrid's answer to Central Park in New York (about half the size). An expansive park right in the center of Madrid 

(behind the Prado museum) the Park has 120 hectares full of ponds, trees of all 
sorts, people playing the bongos, mimes, and lots of paths to walk on and fountains 
to discover. The focal point of Retiro Park is the man-made pond in the middle, the 
Estanque del Retiro. On its eastern edge is a massive monument dedicated to King 
Alfonso XIII, seemingly guarded by a number of colossal lions on pedestals.  Stop by 
the Palacio de Cristal (Glass Palace) and view a modern art exhibit free inside. 
Rent a boat, row around leisurely, bike, rollerblade, buy a gelato…! 
  
 

Museo Thyssen  
Paseo del Prado 8  http://www.museothyssen.org/     

     While the Prado and the Reina Sofia are not to be missed, many prefer the quieter Thyssen Museum. With a 
panoramic collection of works from Van Eyck and Fra Angelico to Lichtenstein and Dali, the Thyssen is the perfect 
place to sit and contemplate a favorite painting while shutting out the busy city outside.  
 

 

Celebrated Spanish Plazas 
Metro Sol (M1, M2, M3) 

         Must-sees are the Plaza Mayor, Plaza de España and Puerta del Sol – 
known as the center of Spain. Puerta del Sol is also the location of the symbol 
of Madrid: a 20-ton statue of a bear eating fruits from a tree – officially known  
as 'El Oso y El Madroño'. The Madroño is related to the strawberry tree. 
 
 

Flamenco Dancing  
http://www.lastablasmadrid.com/     

Flamenco shows usually cost around 30€+ per person.  At Las Tablas, shows every night are 22.30€, ~15€ per person. 
Near Plaza de España. If a venue is especially designed for a Madrid flamenco show, with a stage 
and nightly performances, it is called a ‘tablao.’ 
-- View these links on youtube.com: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OhDKiK6k2ds&feature=related,  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QU5Fhd-s--M&feature=related  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=anEE36U0ru4&feature=related,  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=01JPQ-ziQFo&feature=related  

 

 
 

El Conde Duque Culture Centre  
Conde Duque 11, Tel: 91-588-58-34   

Former military barracks from the 18th century houses a bustling cultural center as well as 
an excellent collection of modern art – and only a short walk from Plaza España. Two galleries 
give permanent exhibitions - in the basement and main building. Two patios exhibit open-air 
sculptures. Also the home of Museo Municipal de Arte Contemporáneo, where Bosch and Goya 
paintings feature among the collection (donated by $$ magnate José Lazaro Galdiano). Other 
attractions include a video library and concert venue. Classical concerts are held every Saturday evening in the 
courtyard; in the summer jazz, flamenco and singers like Erykah Badu and Cesaria Evora replace the string quartets. (El 
Jardin Secreto restaurant is close by) 
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Restaurants – Fine & Fashionable Dining    
 
 
Jockey   
This is one of the classic restaurants of Madrid and a favorite of international celebrities.  One of Madrid's institutions, 
providing luxury together with exquisite cuisine. For over 40 years, it has played host to Madrid's social elite and Spain's 
most distinguished guests.  www.restaurantejockey.net   
  
Zalacaín   
One of the most prestigious restaurants of the city. Cuisine is based on Basque dishes.  www.restaurantezalacain.com  
 
Lucio   
Very popular restaurants among politicians and celebrities. They offer classic Castilian food and a good selection of 
wines. http://www.frommers.com/destinations/madrid/D3466.html 
 
Café de Oriente   
Also a very popular restaurant among celebrities and politicians - offers excellent service and refined cuisine.  Across 
from the Palace. http://www.frommers.com/destinations/madrid/D3433.html 
  
Asador Donostiarra   
One of the favorite dinning sports in Madrid among locals and international celebrities. Offers Basque dishes and it is 
famous for the quality of its meats.   http://www.asadordonostiarra.com  
 
Las Cuatro Estaciones   
Very popular restaurant. Offers exquisite Mediterranean cuisine, and interesting decoration with plants and flowers. 
http://www.frommers.com/destinations/madrid/D45061.html    

 
 

To Lunch  (Almorzar)  
 
El Jardin Secreto Bar   
Calle de Conde Duque 2 by Calle San Bernardino 22, 28015  
Closest metro: Plaza España. Daily: 5:00 PM – 1:00 AM; Fri/Sat 6:30 PM – 2:30 AM. 

Quaint locale. Imaginative cuisine. This "Secret Garden" has a great atmosphere that can provoke long conversations. 
The theme of the bar is inspired by the book "The Secret Garden" by Frances Hodgson Burnett. Small, cozy, romantic, 
and bohemian ambiance. Candlelit, with plants all around, and a display of artifacts collected from all over the world 
(which you can buy). Escape from Madrid to a little hut in the forests of Indonesia. You can spend ages just looking 
around. Service is excellent and the drinks are priced normally. Definitely worth a visit. 
 
La Paella De La Reina  
Calle De La Reina just off Grand Via,   http://www.interocio.es/lapaelladereina/ 

This restaurant is a refreshing change from the more tourista places, and specializes in 
myriad varieties of Paella. Delicious food, courteous staff (to beginning Spanish speakers like 
me), good wine list, central location, reasonable prices.  
  
La Trucha   
Calle Nunes de Arce 6 

Totally Tapas! Authentic eating little taperia/restaurant. It may appear simple on the outside, but don't let 
appearances deceive you. Stand at the bar for a plate and a beer, or sit for a tableful of delicious treats. Dishes range 
from the familiar Jamon, Manchego Cheese and Chorizo dishes, to the slightly more adventurous tiny fried squid 
(Chopitos), and Berenjas (aubergines (eggplant)). Something for everyone. Fantastic!  
 
 

http://www.spanish-fiestas.com/recipes/paella.htm 
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Madrid Museums    #1:  Museo del Prado -  http://www.museodelprado.es/en/visit-the-museum/ 
 

Thyssen-Bornemisza Museum   
Tel: +34 91 369 0151   

 
Sorolla Museum  Tel: +34 91 310 1584   
 
Reina Sofía National Art Museum   
Tel: +34 917741000 
 
Real Oficina de Farmacia - Royal Pharmacy  
Tel: +34 91 542 0059     
  
Museo Romántico - Romantic Museum   
Tel: +34 91 448 1045   +34 91 448 0163  

 
Real Fábrica de Tapices - Royal Tapestry Makers   
Tel: +34 91 434 0550        
  
Real Monasterio de las Descalzas Reales  
- (Barefoot Nuns) Convent  Tel: +34 91 454 8800   

 
National Archaeological Museum   
Tel: +34 91 577 7912   

 
 

Museo del Ferrocarril - Railway Museum   

Tel: +34 90 222 8822    
  
Museo de América - Museum of the Americas 

Tel: +34 91 543 9437     
   
Museo de Cera - Wax Museum   

Tel: +34 91 319 2649     
  
Museo Africano - African Museum   

Tel: +34 91 415 2412     
  
Colección del Observatorio Astronómico - 
Astronomical Observatory Collection   
Tel: +34 91 527 0107  

  
Panteón de Goya - Goya Pantheon   
Tel: +34 91 542 0722   
 
Museo Geominero - Geological and Mining Museum 

Tel: +34 902889738  +34 91 349 5759

 
 

 
 

http://www.gomadrid.com/museums/madrid-museums.html 
 

 
 

Royal Monuments 
 

 

Fuente de Neptuno - Neptune Fountain   
 

Puente de Toledo - Toledo Bridge   
 

Monumento a Colón - Christopher Columbus 

Monument  
 

 Banco de España - Bank of Spain    
 

Arco de Cuchilleros - Cuchilleros Arch    
 

Casa y Torre de los Lujanes (House and Tower)   
 
Iglesia (Church) de San Antonio los Alemanes  
Tel:  +34 915223774      

 
Palacio de Bauer   Tel:  +34 915328533   

  
Basílica de San Francisco el Grande  
Tel:  +34 913653800   

Capilla (Chapel) de San Isidro en la Iglesia 
(Church) de San Andrés   Tel:  +34 913654871      

   
Iglesia (Church) del Santísimo Sacramento  
Tel:  +34 915733204   

 
Ermita de San Antonio de la Florida - San Antonio de 
la Florida Shrine  Tel:  +34 915477937      
  
Real Monasterio de la Encarnación – Royal 
Encarnación Monastery  Tel:  +34 914548800      
  
Círculo de Bellas Artes – Academy of Fine Arts   

Tel:  +34 913605400  +34 902422442     

  
Real Academia de la Historia - Royal Academy of 

History  (Madrid)  Tel:  +34 914290611 

 
 

http://www.gomadrid.com/activity/madrid-monuments.html
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For Your Next Visit… 
 

 
 

Visitor / Sightseer Resources 
 

Esmadrid.com - Madrid Tourist Board 
 

Spain Tourism 
 

Fundación Destino Madrid 
 

Descubre Madrid - Chamber of Commerce of Madrid 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
San Millán de la Cogolla:  Birthplace of the Spanish Language  
 

     In the north of Spain, in La Rioja region, you will find the birthplace of the Spanish language. In a beautiful valley, 
sheltered by woods and mountains, a mere 42 kilometres from Logroño, lies San Millán de la Cogolla. Millán de la 
Cogolla was declared a World Heritage site for artistic, literary and, of course, linguistic reasons.  The monasteries of 
Yuso and Suso stand serene and majestic, almost as though aware of their great importance.  
 
     Between these walls the first words in the romance language we now know as Spanish were written, the so-called 
Glosas Emilianenses. Furthermore, the first known poet of Spanish literature, Gonzalo de Berceo wrote his verses here. 

Submerge yourself in this unique place: no other language having the relevance and 
extension of Spanish can be associated with such a specific place.  
 

     In the Middle Ages the monasteries became centers for culture. Moralizing religious and 
profane books were copied and illustrated on their desks. It was in the XI century, in the 
monastery of Suso, when the copiers began to find that the texts in Latin were difficult 
to understand and they began to write clarifying sentences in the margins in the 
popular language used by the common people, the romance 
language.  
 

     The first of these annotations are known as the Glosas 
Emilianenses. Besides its historic value, there are other reasons 
for visiting the monastery, not least being its architecture. It was 
built in the VI century by the mountainside where the hermits 

lived in caves. It is built in three different styles, Visigoth, Mozarabic and Romanesque and its 
anarchic and labyrinthine structure is fascinating. 

   

     Slightly lower down in the valley, you will find the treasures of the Yuso monastery, which 
was founded in XI century. The library, conserved as it was at the end of XVIII century, houses 
priceless volumes and books. You will likewise be astonished by the gold, ivory and precious 
stones used to make the urn, which houses the relics of San Millán.  
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Locations in Castilla-La Mancha 

     Castilla-La Mancha experiences transformation throughout the length of its five provinces: Albacete, Ciudad Real, 
Cuenca, Guadalajara and Toledo. It offers the visitor not only its two World Heritage Cities, Toledo and Cuenca, or 
countless cities and small villages, but also 320,000 hectares of protected nature sites.  Additionally, there are 
fantastic wine regions within hours drive to the Spanish Capitol City.  (Winery visits are via reservation only in Spain) 

 

Check out:   
 

Vinophoria Wine Tours  
www.vinophoria.com  

 
 

Vinophoria, S.L. 
Calle Andres Mellado   
29 Entrepl. Oficina C 
28015 MADRID Espana 
 

POC:  Catherine Lively * 
Tel:  011 (34) 91-543-4280 
E-Mail:  info@vinophoria.com 

 

 

 

 

Wine Routes of Spain near Madrid  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

www.caminosdelvino.org  and   www.visitclm.com 
 
 

 

* NOTE: 
 

Cathy is a fellow member 
of www.INCMadrid.com 
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Wineries of Castilla-La Mancha (sample) 
  Albacete 
    Villarrobledo  
Bodegas López Panach   Tel: +34 609628516, +34 967573140  
Bodegas Ayuso  Tel: +34 967140458  
Bodegas Aresan Tel: +34 902110510  
Bodegas y viñedos Bro Valero  Tel: +34 649985103, +34 610565287  
Pago de La Jaraba   Tel: +34 967522523, +34 967138250  
Viñedos y Bodegas El Castillo  Tel: +34 690602395, +34 967573230  
Vinícola de Villarrobledo Vinos Don Octavio, Tel:  +34 967140276, 967140193, 967146657  **    
 

Ciudad Real 
    Alcázar de San Juan 
Bodega San Lorenzo  Tel: +34 660404148, +34 926582042  
Bodegas Angora   Tel: +34 670262342, +34 926542409  
Bodegas Viñasoro Tel: +34 926550509  
Bodega La Tercia Tel: +34 926541512  
 

     Campo de Criptana  
Bodegas Vidal del Saz   Tel: +34 686805867, +34 926562424  
Bodegas y Viñedos Castiblanque S.L.   Tel: +34 926589147  
Bodegas Símbolo   Tel: +34 629504143, +34 926589036  
 

      Pedro Muñoz  
Bogegas Bernal  Tel: +34 610572890, +34 610557541 
 
 

 
** Vinícola de Villarrobledo - Vinos Don Octavio     
     Tel:  +34 967140276, +34 967140193, + 34 967146657  
     Address:  Carretera de Munera, km. 0.5, C.P. 02600 – Villarrobledo , Albacete - SPAIN 
     Site:  http://www.vinicolavillarrobledo.com/presin.html  (English spoken) 
     Map:  http://www.venavillarrobledo.com/espanol/fichencl.php?id=25   

Varietals:   Airén, macabeo, garnacha y cencibel.  
Vinos elaborados:   Crianza, reserva y gran reserva de la D.O. La Mancha, tinto joven de la Tierra de Castilla y blancos 
varietales de la D.O. La Mancha y de la Tierra de Castilla.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

     The most extensive wine-growing region in the world, La Mancha's vast hectares of vineyards make up an 
astonishing 50% of Spain's wine-growing capacity. 
 
 

     Fans of the legendary Don Quixote come to the region to explore his magical stomping 
ground, and also spend time sampling wines in the excellent variety of bodegas. 
 

     The La Mancha wine routes comprise the following towns and villages: Alcázar de San 
Juan, Pedro Muñoz, Socuéllamos, Tomelloso, Villarrobledo, Campo de Criptana and San 
Clemente. 
 

     The red varieties produced in the region include cencible, garnacha tintorena, 
tempranillo, syrah, merlot and bobal, among others. The most common grape, however, is 
the white Airén grape.  
 

     There are an impressive 9 Denominations of Origin in Castilla-La Mancha: Almansa; La 
Mancha; Manchuela; Méntrida; Mondéjar; Ribera del Júcar; Uclés; Valdepeñas & Jumilla. 
 

 

 

http://www.lamanchado.es/ 
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Regions of Spain 
 

 

  ANDALUCÍA  
  http://www.andalucia.org   

   
  ARAGÓN  
  http://www.turismodearagon.com/web/home.asp   

   
  PRINCIPADO DE ASTURIAS  
  http://www.infoasturias.com   

   
  ISLAS BALEARES  
  http://www.visitbalears.com   

   
  CANARIAS  
  http://www.canarias-turismo.com   

   
  CANTABRIA  
  http://www.turismodecantabria.com   
   
  CASTILLA-LA MANCHA  
  http://www.turismocastillalamancha.com   

   
  CASTILLA Y LEÓN  
  http://www.turismocastillayleon.com   

   
  CATALUÑA  
  http://www.catalunyaturismo.com   

   
  CEUTA  
  http://www.ceuta.es   

   

  EXTREMADURA  
  http://www.turismoextremadura.com   

   
  GALICIA  
  http://www.turgalicia.es   

   
  LA RIOJA  
  http://www.larioja.org/turismo   

   
  COMUNIDAD DE MADRID  
  http://www.turismomadrid.es   

   
  MELILLA  
  http://www.melillaturismo.com   

   
  REGIÓN DE MURCIA  
  http://www.murciaturistica.es   

   
  COMUNIDAD FORAL DE NAVARRA  
  http://www.turismonavarra.es   

   
  PAÍS VASCO  
  http://www.paisvascoturismo.net   
   
  COMUNIDAD VALENCIANA  
  http://www.comunitat-valenciana.com   
   
  PORTAL EUROPEO DE TURISMO  
  http://www.visiteurope.com 

 

 
 

       
 

     
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madrid 


