
 

 

A DAY IN YOUR CITY 

Marrakesh Morocco 

 

 

(1) Why should your city be visited? 

 

An Imperial city, Marrakech is full of sights, sounds, and tastes of the 

ancient and the modern. From Jemaa el-Fna, the bustling market that is 

the social and cultural heart of the old medina to the trendy shopping of 

the new town of Gueliz, the Red City Marrakech is one of the world's 

most fascinating destinations full of history, cultural, beauty and - 

believe it or not -tranquility and peace. 

 

 

(2)  Must see/Do NOT miss attractions  

1. Ladies Day 

Shop ‘til you drop!!!! 

There is no shortage of things to buy in Marrakech and indeed when you step 

into the souks inside the Medina walls of old Marrakech, you'll be getting the 

hard sell on lamps, trinkets and carpets.  

 

2. With spouse or partner 

 

The hammam is a public steam bath in Morocco. Hammams used to be the 

only place people could come to bathe and scrub, since a private bathroom in 

a house or apartment was a luxury few could afford. Nowadays, you'll find 

fewer "public hammams", but there are plenty of upscale hammams in Riads 

and luxury hotels. They offer more Western style massages and scrubs, while 

still using local products. 

 

 

3. Family Day 

 

The cuisine of Morocco has been enjoyed by many, but mastered by few 

outside of Morocco. When you are in Marrakech a perfect way to spend a 

family day is to shop for ingredients in the local markets and then learn how to 



 

 

prepare a traditional Moroccan meal, guided by a professional local cook. 

Several Riads and other places offer informal cooking classes. 

  

(2) Very good things to do/see 

 

Tea occupies a very important place in the culture of Morocco and is 

considered an art form. It is served not only at mealtimes but all 

through the day, and it is especially a drink of hospitality so don’t be 

surprised if the people you’re buying your carpet from offer you tea. 

  

(3) Good restaurants (list type of food and price range) 

 

The Amal Moroccan Restaurant and Women's Training Center: Recipient of the 

FAWCO 2014 Development Grant 

The Amal Women's Training Center & Moroccan Restaurant supports women 

who face challenges in supporting themselves and their families, including 

those who are illiterate or who have struggled with poverty. Located in 

Marrakech, Morocco, the Amal Women's Center is a restaurant serving 

delicious Moroccan cuisine. The goal of this nonprofit is to improve the quality 

of life for disadvantaged women by giving them the tools they need to start 

supporting themselves, beginning with cooking skills and literacy training. 

Website: http://amalrestaurant.wordpress.com/ 

Phone: +212 604 23 88 60 or +212 524 44 68 96 

 

Café Clock Marrakech 

 

Cross-culture café in the Marrakech Kasbah, offers activities and modern 

cuisine! Courses including Moroccan cooking, yoga, belly-dancing, oud, 

calligraphy and much much more! Thursday nights feature traditional 

Moroccan folklore told in English and Arabic! Famous for its Camel Burger and 

many vegetarian and vegan dishes. 

 

Website:  http://www.cafeclock.com 

Telephone: 05243-78367 
 

Al Fassia 

Tel: 024 43 40 60, Gueliz 

Owned and run only by women, probably one of the best traditional meals you 

can get in Moroccan cuisine here in Marrakech.  Although it had a great 

reputation, since its move, this seems to be average at best. 

 

Dar Moha 

Tel: 00 212 24 38 64 00 

1 Rue Dar El bacha  

Set in a restored Riad opposite the El Glaoui Palace in Marrakech. Best 

http://amalrestaurant.wordpress.com/
http://www.cafeclock.com/


 

 

romantic seats are around the pool in summer, with petals scattered in the 

courtyard alight with candles.  Moroccan cuisine with a modern twist. 

 

Le Fondouk 

Tel: 024 37 81 90  

Souk EL Fassi Kaat Bennahit  

In the north medina, the Fondouk is a funky place to dine with a mixed menu 

of French and Moroccan cuisine served on 3 levels. Very popular but hard to 

find. 

 

Café du Livre 

44 Rue Tarek Ibn Zaid  

Tel: 024 43 2149 

Liz opened this as an English bookshop-café, and it has turned into the 

hotspot for expats.  It is accessed from the courtyard of Hotel Toulousain. 

 

Maison Arabe 

Started in the 1940s by 2 French women with a keen interest in Moroccan 

cuisine, the Maison Arabe continues to offer the very finest Moroccan menu in 

refined surroundings. The riad also has a cooking school where you can learn 

some of their culinary secrets. 

 

The Kosy Bar 

Tel: 024 38 0324 

47 Place Des Ferblantiers 

Near the Place des Ferblontier and the mellah,  an intimate restaurant and bar 

serving an à la carte menu, even just for a quiet drink in the evenings well 

worth the visit. 

 

La Grand Poste Café 

Tel: 024 43 30 38 

Gueliz opposite MacDonalds  

A very new, clean style restaurant serving French à la carte Bistro meals, set 

in the old post office in Gueliz.  The food is excellent, and it is reasonably 

priced. 

 

Catanzaro 

Tel: 024 43 37 31 

Rue Tarek Ibn Ziad  

A fantastic Italian restaurant in Marrakech, very simple red & white checked 

tablecloths with home cooked meals, great pasta, pizza, and not to mention 

the antipasto salads to start. 

 

Bo et zin   

Tel: 00212 2438 8012 



 

 

Route D'Ourika 

On the Ourika Valley road 3 kms out of town, set around the gardens serving 

French and Thai cuisine. It has a fantastic ambience when you can eat outside 

in the warmer months.  Our favourite for ambience.  The food is variable, 

sometimes excellent, and sometimes so so, but always a nice atmosphere. 

 

Le Comptoir     

Tel: 00 212 24 43 77 10 

Avenue Echouhada , Hivernage   

For a great night of fun and entertainment it has to be the Comptoir.  Upstairs 

starting with drinks in the bar and even tapas, downstairs the restaurant 

serving Moroccan and European cuisine with a floor show of musicians, belly 

dancers throughout the evening (at least on Fridays and Saturdays).  The 

outside courtyard in the rear also offers the use of the Chicha pipes (hubbly 

bubbly) to smoke. 
 

Beldi Country Club 

Some 6 km out of the city the Beldi combines natural olive grove and rose 

gardens with traditional rural design, a beautiful pool where lunch is served 

and an enticing spa and hammam. That with some interesting boutiques 

makes the Country Club an excellent destination to escape the demands of 

the souks.  
 

Pepe Nero 

Tel: 00212(0) 524 389067 

17, Derb Cherkaoui - Douar Graoua 

www.pepenero-marrakech.com 

 

Not to forget the tanjia marrakshia!!! A specialty of the city and the symbol of 

its cuisine. Prepared with beef meat, spices and "smen" and slow-cooked in a 

traditional oven in hot ashes. You can find it in the stalls of Djemma el Fna. 

 

(5)   Favorite Walks/areas of town 

 

Djemma el Fna 

The Djemma el Fna is really the heart of Marrakech. It is a large central 

square in the old city (Medina) and during the day it's a perfect place to grab a 

freshly-squeezed orange juice and a handful of dates. At the end of the 

afternoon the Djemma el Fna transforms into an entertainers paradise -- if 

you're in to snake charming, juggling, music and that sort of thing. Snack 

stalls are replaced with stalls offering more substantial fare and the square 

comes alive with entertainment that hasn't changed much since medieval 

times.  

The Djemma el Fna is surrounded by cafe's overlooking the square so you can 

just relax and watch the world go by if you're tired of jostling the crowds 

http://www.pepenero-marrakech.com/


 

 

below. Be prepared to be asked for money when you take photos of the 

performers and stop to watch the entertainment.  

 

Souqs 

The souqs are basically covered markets that sell everything from chickens to 

high-quality crafts. The souqs of Marrakech are considered to be among the 

best in Morocco, so if you like shopping and bargaining you'll enjoy yourself 

tremendously. Even if you don't like shopping, the souqs are a cultural 

experience you wouldn't want to miss. Souqs are divided in to small areas that 

specialize in a certain good or trade. The metal workers all have their little 

shops clustered together, as do the tailors, butchers, jewelers, wool dyers, 

spice merchants, carpet salesmen and so on.  

 

The souqs are situated north of the Djemma el Fna and finding your way 

around the narrow alleyways can be a bit tricky. Guides are plentiful in 

Marrakech, so you can always use those services, but getting lost in the 

chaos is also part of the fun. It's often more interesting to peek in to souqs 

where local wares are being produced, than to be taken to yet another carpet 

shop by your guide. If you get lost, just ask for directions back to the Djemma 

el Fna.  

 

Majorelle Gardens and the Musuem of Islamic Art 

In the 1920's, French artists Jacques and Louis Majorelle created a stunning 

garden in the middle of Marrakech's new town. The Majorelle gardens are 

filled with color, plants of all shapes and sizes, flowers, fish ponds and 

perhaps the most pleasing aspect, tranquility. The designer Yves Saint 

Laurent  owned the gardens and also built himself a house on the property. 

The building that gets most of the attention however is the bright blue and 

yellow building the Marjorelles used as their studio and which now houses the 

Museum of Islamic Art. This small museum includes some good examples of 

Moroccan tribal art, carpets, jeweler, and pottery. 

 

The gardens and museum are open daily with a 2 hour lunch break from 12-

2pm.  

 

Saadian Tombs 

The Saadian dynasty ruled much of southern Morocco during the 16th and 

17th centuries. Sultan Ahmed al-Mansour created these tombs for himself and 

his family in the late 16th century, 66 of them are buried here. The tombs were 

sealed up rather than destroyed in the 17th century and were only re-

discovered in 1917. Consequently they are beautifully preserved and the 

intricate mosaic is stunning. Despite being situated in the heart of the 

somewhat hectic old town (medina) the tombs are surrounded by a nice 

peaceful garden.  

 



 

 

The tombs are open daily except Tuesday. It's advisable to get there early and 

avoid the tour groups.  

 

The Ramparts of Marrakech 

The walls of the medina have been standing since the 13th century and make 

for a wonderful early morning stroll. Each gate is a work of art in themselves 

and the walls run for twelve miles. The Bab ed-Debbagh gate is the entry point 

for the tanneries and provides an excellent photo opportunity full of vivid 

colors from the dyes used. It is a little smelly though. 

 

Palais Dar Si Said (Museum of Moroccan Arts) 

A palace and museum in one and well worth a visit. The palace is opulent and 

beautiful in itself with a lovely courtyard where you can relax and take some 

pictures. The museum's displays are well laid out and include jewelry, 

costumes, ceramics, daggers and other artifacts. The museum is open daily 

with a couple of hours break for lunch. 

 

Ali ben Youssef Medresa and Mosque 

The Medresa was built in the 16th century by the Saadians and could house up 

to 900 religious students. The architecture is beautifully preserved and you 

can explore the tiny rooms where the students used to live. The mosque is 

adjacent to the Medresa. 

 

El Bahia Palace 

This palace is a wonderful example of the best of Moroccan architecture. 

There's lots of detail, arches, light, engravings and what's more it was built as 

a harem's residence, which makes it even more interesting. The palace is 

open daily with a break for lunch although it is closed when the royal family 

visits. 
 

(6)   THE place to relax, have a beverage and take in the atmosphere  

  

The roof tops of cafes surrounding the Djemma el Fna square are the ideal 

place to watch the hustle and bustle of the busy square during the day and the 

night activities.  

 

(7)   Shopping recommendations (list of what to look for there) 

 

Shopping is one of the major activities for visitors in Marrakech, and is 

entertainment in itself. The souks are the place for deals on jewelry, textiles, 

antiques, spices and pottery. If you’d rather not barter, there are fixed prices 

and air conditioned shops on the rue de la Liberté in the Guéliz district. 

 

 

 



 

 

(8)   Three things people might be surprised to learn about city and/or people 

 

1- The minaret of the Koutoubia is visible from a distance of 29 kilometres (18 

miles). Its prominence makes it a landmark structure of Marrakech, which is 

maintained by an ordinance prohibiting any high rise buildings (above the 

height of a palm tree) to be built around it. 

 

2- Djemaa el Fna is a UNESCO world heritage site and the largest square in 

Africa. The atmosphere changes from day to night, making it worth visiting 

twice. 

 

3- Marrakech, as every other city, remains an Islamic and largely male-

dominated society but it is also one of the most liberal and cosmopolitan 

cities in the Middle East and North Africa. 
 

(9)   Best time to visit (weather, etc.) 

 

 It is best to try and avoid the summer heat and visit Marrakech in the cooler 

months between September and May. But, some annual events take place in 

summer which you may not want to miss!!! 

 

(10)  Transportation recommendations  

 

1. within the city 

The best way to see Marrakech is on foot especially in the medina. But it's a 

sizable town and you'll probably want to make use of some of the following 

options: 

 

•Taxis are readily available throughout town and probably the most efficient 

way of getting to the main sites.  

 

•Caleche is a horse-drawn carriage and a popular way to get around 

Marrakech.  

 

•Buses within town are frequent and cheap but can get crowded. Most buses 

will stop at the Djemaa-el-Fna  

 

•Moped or Bicycle is also a popular way to get around Marrakech and you can 

cycle within the medina which is handy.  

 

2. getting to the city 

By Air 

Marrakech has an international airport with direct scheduled flights coming in 

from London and Paris and many charter flights arriving from all over Europe. 

If you are flying from the US, Canada, Asia or elsewhere, you'll have to change 



 

 

planes in Casablanca. The airport is only about 4 miles (15 minutes) from the 

city and buses as well as taxis operate throughout the day.  

 

By Train 

Trains run regularly between Marrakech and Casablanca. The trip takes about 

3 hours. If you want to go to Fez, Tangier or Meknes then you can take the 

train through Rabat (4 hours from Marrakech). 

 

By Bus 

There are two national bus companies that operate between Marrakech and 

most major towns and cities in Morocco. They are Supratours and CTM, these 

long-distance buses are comfortable and usually air-conditioned. You can buy 

your tickets at the bus depot. 

  

(11)  Other insights that would be of interest (little known sights or facts) 
 

Don’t bother following the signs! 

Even someone with the keenest sense of direction is guaranteed to get lost in 

the twisting, turning, unmarked streets of Marrakech. Take a deep breath and 

enjoy your surroundings. Duck into a shop, museum, restaurant or Riad, have a 

cup of tea and ask for directions back to a landmark you are familiar with or to 

the square (Jamaa El Fna). It’s best to ask a shop owner or a police nearby 

than to follow any stranger. 

  

(12)   If you have more than one day (could be a day trip outside the city) 

 

A few hours away from Marrakech are the Atlas Mountains, which provide a 

stunningly dramatic landscape to explore. Places like Kasbah Ait Benhaddou, 

Ouarzazate and Todra Gorge, Ourika valley.  

 

(13)   Hotel recommendations (please include area of town and price range) 

There are two kinds of hotel in Marrakech - those in the medina and those in 

the new town, or Palmeraie.  The medina hotels are mostly converted riads, 

and by far the most characterful of the two. The only reason to stay in the new 

town is if you’re looking for a hotel with more of a resort feel and a larger 

swimming pool. 

 

 (14)   Things to be aware of or to be avoided 

 

Learn to haggle!!! It will save you time and money.  

 

(15)   Websites to check out 

 

http://www.virtualtourist.com/travel/Africa/Morocco/Wilaya_de_Marrakech/Marr

akesh-2111278/TravelGuide-Marrakesh.html 



 

 

  

(16)   How handicapped-friendly is the city? 

 

Unfortunately not very handicapped-friendly!  

 

Please submit YOUR CITY information to the Sharing Cultures Committee at: 

sharingcultures@fawco.org  

 

Thank you for your participation.  Look for your city and other cities under 

Resources at www.fawco.org.   


