


The First Thanksgiving
  -- by Doha resident Rachel Stearns with input from several others

Narrator: 
This is the story of the very first Thanksgiving.  The year is 1620. The Pilgrims have just come 
from England on a ship called the Mayflower.  They are now in the New World they call America.   Let’s drop in on Governor William Bradford, two other Pilgrims, and Squanto, and the Wampanoag chief, Massasoit .  (/’mass-se-‘so-it/ )

William Bradford:
 I am glad we are finally in the New World. Our voyage was long and hard. I was so sick!


Woman:
So was I!   Too many friends got sick and died during the long voyage from England.
William Bradford: 
It’s cold here. We must build shelter soon.


Man: 

I’m hungry. 


William Bradford: (to Woman) 
Can you hunt?


Woman:
My husband always brings home the meat.
(to Man) 
Can you fish?


Man:
I’ve never fished before.  Let’s try to find some berries or plants to eat.

William Bradford:
Look! There are some Indians. Maybe they have some food.

(Indians enter)

William Bradford:
Hello.  We come in peace.







Squanto :
Hello. Welcome.  I am Squanto. 
Massasoit:
I am Massasoit.  I am the chief of the Wampanoag people. 


William Bradford:
Hello.  We are from England.  We’re cold and hungry and we don’t have any food. 


Massasoit:
Don’t worry.  We can teach you to catch fish and hunt animals. 

Squanto:
And we will show you how to plant corn, pumpkins and other squash, and beans.  We can also show you how to build shelter.

Woman:
You are very kind.  Thank you.

(Narrator steps forward)
Narrator: 
During the Pilgrim’s first year Squanto, Massasoit, and the other Indians taught the Pilgrims how to live in the New World. Ten months after their arrival at Plimoth, the Pilgrims had built seven houses and a common meeting place.  They had also built storehouses for supplies and food from their first harvest.  
In addition to the vegetables and grains that they grew, Pilgrims probably ate a lot of duck since wild ducks were plentiful in the area around Plimouth.  Pilgrim women would have roasted freshly plucked ducks over the fire.   Children would have helped by grinding corn into samp, a kind of porridge or corn-based oatmeal. The Pilgrims would not have survived at Plimoth without the help of the native Wampanoag people and their leader, Massasoit.  
(Indians building shelter;  Pilgrims preparing feast )

William Bradford:
Thank you for coming to our first harvest feast.  I’m so sorry that we don’t have a place for you to stay and that you have to build your own shelter.
Massasoit: 
We understand.  You all barely managed to build your own shelter.  We traveled two days on foot to get here, but we’re looking forward to your weeklong feast.

Woman: (to Squanto)
Thanks to you we have survived this past year.  It was you, Squanto, who taught us how to plant and grow our own food, to fish and hunt …even to build our own shelter.

Man:
It is great to have all of this food now after the harvest.  It will feed us through the long, cold, snowy winter.
William Bradford: 
Yes , we have turkey, duck, venison, corn bread, cabbage, squash , and berries.

Woman:

What’s venison?

William Bradford:
It’s deer meat.

Man:
Thank you, Massasoit, for the five deer you shot to help us to feed the large crowd we have here this week.

Woman:
 Most of all we must thank God.
William Bradford: 
Let’s pray before we start this wonderful meal.

(All hold hands)









William Bradford:
Thank you, God, for all you have provided to us. We thank you for our Indian friends and for all their help.  We thank you, God, for all the gifts you have given us . In God’s name, Amen.

All:
Amen.
Woman:
Let’s eat!
Narrator -
Between meals, the Pilgrims and the Wampanoag played games and sports.  There was also singing and dancing among both the Wampanoag and the Pilgrims.  They all had a great time together.
And that was the first Thanksgiving. 

(While narrator reads lines, all Pilgrims and Indians line up and hold hands )

All: 
Happy Thanksgiving, everyone.
