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Zero Waste and Circular Economy Background
2012 - 2017     2017 current

ESRC - PhD 



‘A circular economy is restorative and regenerative by design 
and aims to keep products, components and materials at their 
highest utility and value at all times.’ 
Dame Ellen McArthur



  Make      Consume      Care      Dispose          

Destined for landfill…..?



£140 million worth (300,000 
tonnes)  

Buying more: 200,000 tonnes 

Landfilling less: 50,000 tonnes 

http://www.wrap.org.uk/sites/files/wrap/Fibre_to_Fibre_report.pdf

Who cares?



FIGURE 1
Market share of main fibres, 2016

https://www.commonobjective.co/uploads/resources/articles/
15-What-are-our-clothes-made-from-983.pdf





Source WRAP (http://www.wrap.org.uk)

http://www.wrap.org.uk


Circular Economy Clothing Strategies
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Action! Make it personal

Take action!  
Make it 

personal.X

Section 1 



Using fewer raw materials to close the loop and help eliminate waste 

Traditional craft skills



“The purpose of where I start is the idea of use. 
It’s not recycling, it’s reuse.”

Issey Miyake



Synthetic fibres



https://www.terracycle.ca/en-CA/brigades/loccitane

Packaging recycling and closed loop

https://www.terracycle.co.uk/


Bea Johnson - Capsule Wardrobe

https://zerowastehome.com
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1. Make it personal (micro)

Question: As individual consumers what can we do 
to aid the shift to a circular economy?

Task: Select one of the categories from the circle 
and explore with the person(s) sitting next to you 
what you can do in your every day consumption to 
accelerate the shift to the circular economy.



2. Community 

Action!(Meso)





Photograph: Jeff J Mitchell/Getty Images



http://www.loveyourclothes.org.uk

http://www.loveyourclothes.org.uk




Care 



https://www.renttherunway.com

Fashion rental



€7.50 / month for 12 
months and a 

€20.00 sign-up fee

Jeans leasing

https://mudjeans.eu
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“Communities of practice are groups of people who share a 
concern or a passion for something they do and learn how to do it 
better as they interact regularly.” (Wenger, 2007). 

Question: How can we work together to reduce clothing being 
landfilled and make our clothing systems more circular?

Task:  Select an area on the wheel and discuss with the person(s) 
beside you who you consider your community to be. How can you 
work together to strengthen the commitment to a circular 
clothing system that is fair and works for everyone?

Community Action! (meso)



Global Action 

Citizens required!





https://www.wcmt.org.uk/fellows/
reports/exploring-circular-
economy-textile-models-japan

http://www.circulareconomywardrobe.co.uk

https://www.wcmt.org.uk/fellows/reports/exploring-circular-economy-textile-models-japan
https://www.wcmt.org.uk/fellows/reports/exploring-circular-economy-textile-models-japan
https://www.wcmt.org.uk/fellows/reports/exploring-circular-economy-textile-models-japan




Transparency in the supply chain
Our Factories 
Every factory has a 
story. We seek the best 
from around the world 
to make our products. 

#KnowYourFactories 

    

  

https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https://www.everlane.com/factories&amp;button_hashtag=KnowYourFactories&amp;text=Every%20factory%20has%20a%20story,%20and%20it's%20your%20right%20to%20know%20it.


https://bettercotton.org http://www.global-standard.org

Industry standards



Recycled fibres
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“Speak truth to power” anon.
Question: FAWCO works closely with the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals how can then help 
create a circular fashion industry at a global level?

Task:  Discuss with the person(s) beside you 
where you would like to see change or know more 
about change in the clothing industry at a policy 
level. Choose a section of the wheel to discuss.

Global Action (macro)



Thank you for 
listening! 

www.circulareconomywardrobe.co.uk 
Twitter: @LynnIWilson 

Thank you for participating! 
Love, Lynn 

@LynnIWilson

http://www.circulareconomywardrobe.co.uk

http://www.circulareconomywardrobe.co.uk/
http://www.circulareconomywardrobe.co.uk

