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Special 15 Year UN NGO Review

After 15 years as a recognized NGO at the United Nations, it was felt that it was timely to do a special review of FAWCO’s involvement at the United Nations. The report to the Board issued in May gave a brief history, reviewed the highlights of FAWCO’s activities and gave recommendations on how FAWCO’s efforts at the UN could be improved. Some of the key recommendations included: 

· Adopting one “focus” for all of FAWCO’s UN and international projects which would clearly identify what FAWCO’s main area of interest is so that FAWCO could be classified, as all of the other NGO’s are. 

· Adopting “women” as FAWCO’s primary “focus” or its over-reaching umbrella focus and “children,   particularly girls” as the secondary focus of FAWCO’s international activities.

· Under the umbrella focus of women, organize FAWCO’s other areas of main interest under the following categories: 

· Human Rights- Working towards the ratification of CEDAW (Convention to End All Forms of Discrimination against Women) and CRC (Convention on the Rights of the Child) and to support efforts to protect women and children in conflict situations as well as to work for the elimination of violence against women and human trafficking. 

· Education – Promoting education and literacy for women and girls, supporting programs for dual national children as well as children who learn differently and universal primary education.  

· Health- Supporting efforts to improve maternal health; access to information about reproductive and sexual health; promoting active aging as well as promoting awareness on substance abuse and  other vital women’s health issues. 

· Environment- Supporting awareness programs on global warming and projects related to improving the world in which we live. 

· Coordinating efforts of the NGO Team  to work more closely with the Global Task Forces and the Foundation on the Development Grants.(DG’s) 

Attendance at Meetings/ Conferences 

New York -  
UN NGO Rep Erica Higbie had a very busy year and attended over 40 meetings at UN HQ in NY. She is an active member of the CSW (Committee on the Status of Women) and the Working Group on Girls which meet monthly.   She attended the annual CSW conference (Feb 27 – March 8) on the topic of Women’s Empowerment and Poverty Eradication for Rural Women as well as the pre-conference Forum.   She attended many DPI briefings including the

 “May I Ask a Question Mr Under-Secretary General” and was able to attend President Obama’s address to the General Assembly.  As co-chair of the Violence Against Women and Children Task Force she has been particularly active in attending meetings this year at the UN on this topic. 


Geneva 

UN NGO Representative Sara von Moos attended several meetings of the 




Human Rights Commission (HRC) in June and July including the “HRC for 

Newcomers”, the annual full day discussion on women’s rights as well as sessions on CEDAW, “Stop Stoning Globally”, “Harmful Practices against Women and Girls” and “International Women for Peace”. 

In July, she attended a session on “Reproductive Health and Rights”. Sara also was in contact with UN Women Switzerland and attended several meetings to explore possible synergies between FAWCO and UN Women Switzerland. She also organized a tour of the US Mission at the UN in Geneva for the Bern conference as well as lining up several conference speakers with UN and NGO ties.

 UN NGO Rep Paula Daeppen, now member of the Bio Vision’s Board of Directors, successfully helped BioVision apply for UN NGO recognition and ECOSOC. (BioVision was FAWCO’s partner in its highly successful malaria Bed Nets initiative.)Paula also did a presentation on FAWCO’s bed net program and malaria prevention for the Zurich International Women’s Association. 

Kathleen Simon attended a meeting of the Geneva CoNGO committee in May and UN NGO Director, Pam Perraud attended several HRC side events in June which included sessions on “Addressing Violence Against Older Women,” “Working on the Right to Peace”, “ Protecting Children during Conflict,” “ Empowering Young Women for Peace building”, “The 2nd Cycle of UPR (Universal Periodic Review) for HRC.”

Vienna 


UN NGO Rep Laurie Richardson attended the March 8 International Women’s 

Day Commemoration sponsored by the IAEA. She and Tonya Teichert attended the Nov 26 Symposium on Femicide at the UN in Vienna.   Laurie also attends  monthly meetings of the CSW.  On UN Day, Oct 24, the AWA Vienna and the 

IWC Bratislava had a tour of the UN followed by a talk by experts from the 

UNODCon Human Trafficking. 

Current UN NGO Projects 

UN Women 

As part of FAWCO’s effort to participate more closely with the UN on specific 

activities related to women, in June FAWCO joined the UN Women National Committee of the United States.  The UN NGO Director is participating in all of the regular Board calls with local chapters in the US and will be participating in regular UN Women activities going forward. 

ERGLW 

FAWCO continues to support the Eleanor Roosevelt Girls’ 

Leadership Worldwide ( ERGLW) and this year there was a bumper crop of daughters of FAWCO members who were chosen to participate in this highly select program.  They were: Madison Stewart, daughter of Stephanie Stewart of Chilterns;   Karin Hin, daughter of Marie Louise Cusack AAWE Paris; Julia Goldsby, daughter of Robin Goldsby of AIWC Cologne  and Vasiliki Mitsakis, daughter of Alexandra Mitsakis from  AWC Athens. Funding for this program last year was made possible by several generous donations by individuals and FAWCO clubs. It is hoped that the Foundation will add the ERGLW to its list of regular recipients for grants in the future. 

16 Days - Violence
This year for the first time, FAWCO participated in the UN endorsed 

Against Women                 16 Days for the Elimination of Violence Against Women. FAWCO’s 




Global Task Force encouraged local clubs to have reading groups on 




“Half the Sky” a book by NY Times columnist Nicholas Kristof and 

Sheryl Wu Dunn. The book deals with violence against women as well as human trafficking and women’s empowerment in the third world. The book was the basis of a documentary of the same name, sponsored by PBS and shown across the world.  On Sept 17, UN NGO Director Pam Perraud and EVAWAC  Task Force member Therese Hartwell attended the screen in Houston where Sheryl Wu Dunn spoke about the book.
 

