NGO Committee on Migration letter to incoming US officials on the issue of climate displacement
To:   H.E. Linda Thomas-Greenfield (incoming US PR to the UN)

H.E. John Kerry (incoming Climate Envoy to the US President)

Cc:  H.E. Samantha Power (incoming USAID Administrator, former US PR to the UN) 

Excellencies,

We, the undersigned member organizations of the NGO Committee on Migration (www.ngo-migration.org) write to extend our congratulations and best wishes to you as you assume your new roles representing the United States on the global stage. Our Committee is comprised of NGOs in consultative status through the United Nations Economic and Social Council and/or Department of Global Communications. Each of us holds the human rights of migrants, refugees, asylum seekers, and internally displaced persons as a high priority in our work in the UN community and at the grassroots level where our constituents serve this population directly. As a Committee, we have been engaging UN Member States and Secretariat leaders since 2007 in order to build awareness of the root causes of forced, unsafe, and irregular migration; the nuanced needs of people on the move; and practical policy and program solutions that honor their rights and dignity. At present, we are organizing around four priority areas:
· Protection needs and solutions for children on the move
· Management of mixed migratory flows with support for migrants in vulnerable situations
· Strategies for combating xenophobia and promoting social inclusion
· Global response to climate change and environmental degradation as drivers of forced migration
At this pivotal moment in history, our Committee recalls with gratitude the United States’ role in convening the September 2016 Leaders’ Summit on Refugees and supporting the adoption of the New York Declaration on Large Movements of Refugees and Migrants. Having labored alongside UN Member States to carry forward the vision of that summit via the development of the Global Compact for Migration and the Global Compact on Refugees, we welcome the present opportunity for the US to recommit its considerable expertise and leadership potential to the work of realizing those Compacts. 
In light of our focus on climate-induced displacement, we have been especially heartened by the announcements of the incoming US presidential administration’s immediate re-entrance into the Paris Climate Agreement, cancellation of the Keystone XL pipeline, initial steps to strengthen environmental regulations on carbon and other forms of pollution, and plans to make considerable domestic investments in “green” jobs. We welcome these actions as critical elements of the mitigation of one of the most devastating drivers of forced migration. With so many in immediate peril, and impacts being disproportionately shouldered by communities who have contributed the least to environmental degradation (e.g. indigenous peoples) and who already live in situations of vulnerability (e.g. women, girls, and boys), these actions from the United States cannot come soon enough.

In the term ahead, we look forward to accompanying you and your staff as you deliver on the Biden administration’s commitments to both environmental justice and immigration policy reform. We also urge you to integrate the following migration-related actions into your ambitious agenda as mutual reinforcement for your environmental sustainability objectives:

· Improve data collection and analysis of climate change impact projections to spur more swift, comprehensive mitigation efforts, especially among peer industrial nations.

· Invest in the solutions proposed by climate-vulnerable nations and communities for their climate adaptation and disaster risk reduction and resilience to ensure they have the resources to live with dignity where they are (e.g through the Green Climate Fund); monitor these investments to ensure they are reaching communities with the greatest need (e.g. the hundreds of thousands recently displaced by back-to-back hurricanes Eta and Iota in Central America).
· Provide financial and technical support to SIDS, LLDCs, and LDCs’ efforts to establish safe pathways for migration, both within and across borders (e.g. through the Migration Multi-Partner Trust Fund).  This support should be in addition to -- not in place of -- existing bilateral and multilateral support, and should be monitored to ensure they are reaching communities with the greatest need. 
· Restore full provision of US pledge toward UN budget to support critical global-level infrastructure for collective actions on climate (UNEP, IPCC) and migration (UN Network on Migration; IMRF; IOM Migration, Environment,and Climate Change Division).

· Undertake and present to the 2022 IMRF a formal internal assessment of current US alignment with the 23 objectives of the GCM and plans for progress toward their realization, giving due consideration to the full menu of proposed actions under each objective as the product of a deep, global discernment process.

· Support UN Security Council Resolutions and initiatives to identify and address links between conflict and climate change and environmental degradation. 

· Integrate into domestic comprehensive immigration reform a regular immigration pathway and/or protected status for persons displaced by climate change and environmental degradation (see 2019 bills introduced by US Senator Markey and US Rep. Velazquez) 

As you take up the weighty tasks before you, we offer ourselves as your partners in civil society. We invite you to meet with members of our Committee (currently meeting via video conference) at your earliest opportunity, so that we might better understand and inform each other’s visions and strategies toward justice for migrants and our environment. To this end, we can be reached at ngomigrationcommittee@gmail.com. We are eager to see on the world stage a United States that fulfills in deed the values it has long held dear: human rights and equality of persons without discrimination, which is to say, without borders. We look forward to hearing from you and beginning to work alongside you in UN fora to advance the international conversation and practical action toward a world in which migration is a safe choice rather than a precarious necessity.

