
A DAY IN YOUR CITY – LYON

LYON, FRANCE

ACL, a FAWCO member club, asked its members to say what 
they enjoy most about Lyon, so have a look at this “insider” list. 
If you have never visited Lyon before, you will be amazed at how
beautiful it is and wonder why you haven’t heard more about the
place. Thanks to our UNESCO listing as a World Heritage site 15 
years ago, and increasingly popular cultural events, Lyon is 
finally getting itself a deserved place on the map of Europe.  

Why should your city be visited
UNESCO World Heritage Site covering 1st, 2nd and 5th districts 
(arrondissements)
Lyon-style cuisine
Fête des Lumières (Festival of Lights) in December
Museums: Fine Arts, Gallo-Roman Civilization, Textiles and 
Decoration 
Many cultural events all year round

Must see/Do NOT miss attractions 
Renaissance district (Vieux Lyon – 5th district) with its traboules 
(covered passageways) 
Fourvière Basilica (5th)
Roman amphitheater and museum (5th)
Outdoor food markets: Quai Saint Antoine (2nd) and Boulevard Croix-
Rousse (4th): mornings only.
Le mur des Lyonnais monumental fresco (1st)
 



Good restaurants (list type of food and price range)
Traditional Lyon bistros: Daniel et Denise (5th), Le Garet (1st), 
Brasserie Georges (2nd). 20-30€ not including wine.
Modern French: Balthazart (1st), Magali et Martin (1st), Ponts et 
Passerelles (2nd), Jour de Marché (6th): lunch 15-20€, dinner 30€+
Upscale: La Mère Brazier (1st), Villa Florentine (5th). 
Most Famous: Paul Bocuse, located 20 minutes north of Lyon – 
reservations required about 3 months in advance.
 
Favorite Walks
Tête d’Or Park (6th)
Banks of the Rhône river

THE place to have a relaxing beverage and take in the 
atmosphere (wine or coffee & cake
Star Ferry (3rd - Rhône riverbank)
Place des Jacobins (2nd), Place des Terreaux and Place Sathonay 
(1st)
Terrace of Palais St Pierre (Fine Arts Museum – 1st)
Nardone ice cream parlor (5th)

Shopping recommendations (list of what to look for there)
Halles Paul Bocuse (3rd): indoor gourmet food market, restaurants
2nd district: Rue de la République (retail chains), boutiques around 
Rue Emile Zola, Place des Jacobins and Rue de Brest.
Antiques: Rue Auguste Comte (2nd)

Things people might be surprised to learn about city a/o people
Not too many tourists, except during Festival of Lights. 
Bike-friendly: Velov self-service bikes – cheap, but you must have a 
chip-card (smart card) to rent one.
Silk capital of Europe: see Maison des Canuts museum of silk-
making (4th)

Best time to visit (weather, etc.)
The weather is never too extreme and nothing ever lasts for long. 
Summer temperatures will peak at around 30°C / 85°F and not all 
places are air-conditioned. Winter temperatures will occasionally dip 
to freezing but we don’t get too much snow.  



If you like festivals: Festival of Lights, a 4-day event in the streets of 
Lyon around December 8th. Nuits Sonores electronic music festival 
the week of “Ascension” (one month after Easter). Nuits Fourvière 
summer series of performances (concerts, plays, dance, etc.) held in 
the Roman Amphitheater. Biennial Festival of Dance in September 
(even-numbered years) and Biennial Festival of Contemporary Art 
from September through December (odd-numbered years). 

Transportation recommendations
Excellent public transportation. Get special passes: either Lyon City 
card (order via the website, see below) or one-day transit pass for 
€5.20 from vending machines and tickets sales offices. http://www.t-
cl.fr/en 

If you have more than one day (could be a day trip)
Wine-tasting: Beaujolais to the north, Côtes du Rhône to the south 
Pérouges medieval village
Annecy, Chamonix
Hiking in Mont d’Or, Parc National des Ecrins.

Hotel recommendations (please include area of town and price 
range)
Upscale with local character: Cour des Loges and Tour Rose (5th 
district), Hôtel Royal (2nd)
Reine Astrid (6th near Tête d’Or Park): long-term stays possible. 
Starting at 120€.
Hôtel La Résidence (2nd): Starting at 95€

 
Things to be aware of or to be avoided
People (especially older generation) generally don’t speak much 
English, except in hotels, restaurants and shops in touristy areas. 
Lyon traditional cuisine includes a lot of pork and offal dishes (tripe, 
kidneys….). Very tasty, but not for the squeamish. 
Avoid Perrache train station at night. 
 
Websites to check-out
Tourist office: http://www.en.lyon-france.com/ and Lyon City card for 
discounts on admission and public transportation: 
https://www.lyoncitycard.com/?lang=2

https://www.lyoncitycard.com/?lang=2
http://www.en.lyon-france.com/
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http://www.lonelyplanet.com/france/burgundy-and-the-
rhone/lyon/things-to-do/top-things-to-do-in-lyon
Outdoor food markets: http://www.petitpaume.com/marches (in 
French only)
Restaurant listings: http://www.lyonresto.com/ (in French only)
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