Americana Program – Detailed Program
The Flag

Everyone begins inside (sing songs while Marines take flag down)
Go outside and stand 
Flag Ceremony (Marines, if available, who do their own flag ceremony)

Pledge of Allegiance (Marines)

[Move inside]

National Anthem  

Welcome and Introduction to program and Marines  


Q & A on Flag Etiquette 
Song:  “Three Cheers for the Red, White, and Blue” 

Q & A meaning of parts of the flag 
Song:  “You’re a Grand Old Flag” 

Meaning of words to Pledge 

Activities: 
· Pledge “puzzle”:  [See below] Cut up words or phrases (depending on age group) for children to put in order to make the Pledge.  Phrases for young children can be read by adult.
· Describing flag to someone who has never seen it.  Group leader draws it incorrectly (diagonal stripes, stars in middle, etc) on purpose, eliciting more explicit and precise directions. Children can view flag while describing how to draw it.

Conclusion  
· recap ; pdf document (from EnchantedLearning.com) will be sent in day or two as follow-up to what children learned today.
· thank you to Marines;  
· announcement about next program  
Retire colors (if done inside as you don’t want Marines to take it down from outside)
Give out  flag pins  (available from Oriental Trading) 
_____________________________________________________

Supplies needed:

· Typing paper (can be recycled if good on one side)

· Clipboards – for flag activity leaders

· Markers, crayons, or colored pencils – for drawing flags

· Copies of Pledge cut up into:

· Long phrases for pre-readers

· Short phrases for newer readers

· Individual words (in envelopes) for children 8+ years of age.

