
1931  Federation of American Women’s Clubs
in Europe formed by 7 clubs.

1932  First conference held in Berlin.

1935  Name changed to Federation of
American Women’s Clubs Overseas;
acronym FAWCO adopted 1937.

1949  After ten non-active years, first postwar
conference held in Copenhagen.

1955  Special Citizenship Committee
formed to work on absentee voting;
membership 16 clubs.

1957  Mutual aid project put into operation,
and donation sent to Thessaly victims.

1967  FAWCO Foundation established; first
grant made to victims of Lisbon flood
and first scholarship awarded in 1971.

1975  Associate member club category
created for those groups with a sizeable
non-American membership.

1979  First Reps’ meeting at a conference;
membership 23.

1981  Conference delegates vote in favor of
incorporating FAWCO; tax-exempt 
status granted in 1988.

1983  Handbook for the American Family Abroad
published. Membership 29.

1984  Social Security Benefits Overseas published.

1986  First FAWCO Meeting held outside
Europe (Casablanca, Morocco).

1987  FAWCO Relief Fund reactivated and
funds sent to help Mexico earthquake
victims; Membership 39.

1989  University Education in the United States—
a College Planning Guide published.

1990  FAWCO on steering committee for the
First World Conference of U.S. Citizens.

1992  U.S. citizens now able to work at
embassies and consulates. American
Women and Work Overseas published.
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1995  FAWCO given UN NGO status; seven
FAWCO members attend the Fourth
UN Conference on Women in Beijing.
FAWCO clubs have planted 57,788 trees
worldwide.

1996  FAWCO website (www.fawco.org) 
established; the 20th anniversary of 
voting from overseas celebrated.

1997  FAWCO granted special consultative
status to UN ECOSOC. Member 
clubs divided into 13 regions, each 
headed by a regional coordinator.

1998  First board meeting held online. Circle
of Honor award created for outstanding
service to FAWCO.

2000  First Conference in the United States–
Washington, DC, organized by FAUSA.

2001  FAWCO joins CONGO, the UN
Conference of NGOs.

2003  FAWCO actively a part of Overseas
American Week in Washington; FAWCO
Alumnae USA becomes the official 
alumnae arm of FAWCO.

2006  Malaria NetWorks program raises in
total over $165,000; FAWCO’s 75th
birthday commemorated with a special
Anniversary Edition of the History Book.

2007  The FAWCO Foundation celebrates its
40th anniversary; over one million dollars
distributed since its founding. Americans
Abroad Caucus established.

2008  First Conference in Asia (Seoul, Korea).

2009  First Conference in ‘New Europe’
(Vilnius, Lithuania);Target Program
launched for focused education and 
philanthropy.

2010  Military and Overseas Voter
Empowerment (MOVE) Act passed.
WATER voted as Target Issue; new
tagline accepted;

FAW C O
serving overseas Americans 

and the international community 
since 1931
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