United Nations Human Rights Council 41st Session

Joint CSO Statement for Panel Discussion on Women’s Rights and Climate Change 

(HRC res. 38/4)

(submission to HRC)
Thank you Mr. President, 

The Asian-Pacific Resource and Research Centre for Women (ARROW) is making this statement in collaboration with the below signed on CSOs. 
In the developing and least developed countries, and small island states, women
 are disproportionately affected by climate change and they are, in fact, one of the most vulnerable population groups. The impact of climate change on women’s health, including their sexual and reproductive health and rights, despite the evidences has been repetitively neglected. This deliberate act will impede the progress on Member States’ human rights obligations, including the right to life and right to health, in line with the international human rights instruments as well as Member States’ progress in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals, particularly Goals 3 (good health and well-being) and 5 (gender equality). 

Women’s right to health, including their sexual and reproductive health and rights, as well as right to adequate food, shelter, water, and sanitation, which are underlying determinants of health, need to be addressed in the context of climate change, disaster, and sustainable development; all these are inter-linked. Only with good health will women be able to actively participate and be agents of change in climate action for mitigation and adaptation, as well as gender climate justice and solutions.

We urge the developing and least developed, as well as small island Member States to incorporate the provision of women-friendly health care services, including comprehensive sexual and reproductive health services and information, into their climate change policies, budget, and programme as well as National Adaptation Plans. These services and information must be accessible and affordable to the women. The provision of sexual and reproductive health services and information must be solely for addressing the unmet need of women through rights-based and gender-responsive approaches as opposed to population control. 

States must have the political will and commitment to strengthen the capacity of women and facilitate their engagement in meaningful participation and contribution to climate action. This includes redressing harmful cultural, religious and customary practices that validate early/child marriage, girls dropping out of school, gender-based violence, and women eating last in the household. During extreme weather events and climate-related disasters, the issues of early/child marriage and gender-based violence are exacerbated, which itself are infringements of their sexual and reproductive rights.

We also call on the States to ensure equal and meaningful participation of women--especially women or women’s groups from the grass-roots most affected by extreme weather events and climate-related disasters--in the design, implementation, financing, and monitoring of the health services and information, including sexual and reproductive health, in the context of climate change at the local, sub-national and national levels. 

Lastly, we call on developed States, including members of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), and international climate financing institutions--particularly the Green Climate Fund, Global Environment Facility, and Adaptation Fund--to prioritise funding climate change programmes/projects with components of gender-responsive social benefits such as women’s health, including sexual and reproductive health services and information. This will directly contribute to women’s resilience.

Thank you.
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The following civil society organisations have signed on in support of this  submission (in alphabetical order):

· Beyond Beijing Committee (BBC), Nepal - co-sponsor of this joint statement

· Rutgers, the Netherlands - co-sponsor of this joint statement

· Association for Promotion Sustainable Development, India

· Centre for Human Rights and Development, Mongolia

· Center for Participatory Research and Development (CPRD), Bangladesh

· Citizen News Service (CNS), India

· Community Resource Centre Foundation, Thailand

· Ecoforum of Uzbekistan, Uzbekistan

· GenderCC SA, South Africa

· Human Rights Focus Pakistan (HRFP), Pakistan

· Huvadhoo Aid, Maldives

· JAGO NARI (Fighting for Women Empowerment), Bangladesh

· Khpal Kore Organization, Pakistan

· National Campaign for Sustainable Development-Nepal, Nepal

· National Indigenous Women’s Federation (NIWF), Nepal

· North-EAst Affected Area Development Society (NEADS), India

· Rural Gender and Development Association (RUGADA), Uganda

· Sustainable Development Foundation (SDF), Thailand

· The Centre for Sustainable Community Development, Vietnam

· The Women and Media Collective, Sri Lanka

· Women’s March Global, New York, USA and Geneva, Switzerland

· Women’s Rehabilitation Center (WOREC), Nepal
��
	� The term “women” used here includes women and girls from “indigenous, racial, ethnic and sexual minority groups, women and girls with disabilities, adolescents, older women, single women, female-headed households, widows, women and girls living in poverty in both rural and urban settings, women in prostitution, and internally displaced, stateless, refugee, asylum seeking and migrant women” (Source: CEDAW, General Recommendation No.37).





