LET’S GIVE CREDIT WHERE IT’S DUE!

Join us in recognizing Eleanor Roosevelt as the driving force behind the creation and adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948

The year 2008 marks the 60th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
The 60th anniversary celebration is a one-year project of the Office of the High Commissioner of Human Rights (OHCHR) to be launched on 10 December 2007, Human Rights Day, and terminated on 10 December 2008.
The NGO CSW (Committee on the Status of Women) Geneva, under their working group, Women for the World, has established a special task force to recognize Eleanor Roosevelt as the driving force behind the creation and adoption of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights in 1948. The Task Force will spearhead an information and publicity campaign and is directed by a small group of women of various nationalities, representing international NGOs. This will be a world wide campaign. The initiative has the support of the OHCHR and the City of Geneva, Switzerland; home to the United Nations Human Rights Council; and one city where a memorial to ER will be dedicated. 
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Join the campaign and educate the world on Eleanor Roosevelt’s outstanding leadership in spearheading the creation of the Universal Declaration of Human rights – the Magna Carta for humanity 

FAWCO will be sponsoring and hosting the website of the NGO Committee on the Status of Women Task Force to celebrate Eleanor Roosevelt as the driving force behind the Universal Declaration on Human Rights. Watch the FAWCO website as well as the special FAWCO Sponsored website for information and activities.  http://www.erooseveltudhr.org.  The website includes information on:
Eleanor Roosevelt

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights

ER famous quotes

Lists of actions and activities

Important links

FAWCO’s $3000 award for the ER Leadership Program at Val Kill, NY

And much more
FAWCO is pleased to be taking the initiative in creating, sponsoring and hosting this important website honoring Eleanor Roosevelt for the international and NGO community. Join in activities to promote worldwide recognition of her leadership role and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

Info at ngomoderators@fawco.org 
"To leave the world richer-that is the ultimate success." 
--Eleanor Roosevelt 

We urge everyone to join in this international effort to promote worldwide recognition of Eleanor Roosevelt's leadership role and awareness for the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Background Information
On Dec 10, 1948, the General Assembly of the United Nations passed the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) which set the standards for all of the human rights treaties and conventions which are used today around the world. Eleanor Roosevelt, then US representative at the United Nations served as chair of the Human Rights Committee and it was her leadership that was the major factor ensuring the passage of the convention.  Historians agree that without her, the convention would probably never have passed. Eleanor Roosevelt's leadership brought the 18 other members of the Commission together to cooperate effectively despite political differences, cultural barriers and personal rivalries. The commission in 187 meetings, with 1400 proposals, worked to refine the draft of 30 articles with precise wording. 
The goal of the international task force, of which FAWCO is part, is to inform and educate people world wide of the rights that belong to them, while highlighting the unique and indispensable role played by Eleanor Roosevelt in the formation and adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. In addition, a fitting memorial to Eleanor Roosevelt - and to underscore the document's universality - to include the others of the committee - will be dedicated near the United Nations in Geneva, which is the international center for human rights organizations and treaty bodies. FAWCO will be joining this effort by hosting and sponsoring a special ER Website for the NGO community and will also be offering members suggestions for participation. Watch both the FAWCO website and the special website honoring Eleanor Roosevelt for ways to become involved in this initiative.  As Eleanor Roosevelt said, "Nobody really does anything alone...it is only by inducing others to go along that changes are accomplished and work is done."
Eleanor Roosevelt Teas- Eleanor Roosevelt was famous for inviting friends and foes for tea.  She charmed her friends and often disarmed her fiercest critics over a common cup of tea. She was also the person who said, “Women are like tea bags, you only know how strong they are when they get into hot water.”  Wouldn’t it be fun to hold an ER tea… complete with hats and gloves? The tea could also serve a purpose of reminding members about FAWCO’s support for the UDHR, more specifically the CEDAW and CRC treaties which have not yet been ratified by the US.  It would be another great opportunity for members to write their Senators… perhaps sending a petition with a photo of the ladies in hats, showing that 60 years after the UDHR and all of Eleanor Roosevelt’s efforts, women are STILL waiting for their rights. 

Candlelight Services – Organize a candlelight service honoring ER.  Why a candlelight service? ER was also the woman who said “It is better to light a single candle than to curse the darkness.” You could invite the local US Ambassador and other public officials as well as other women’s organizations to join in the celebration. This could also be combined with a letter writing session to US Senators on the CEDAW and CRC treaties. 

Special Activities for Children 

Consider sponsoring a Children’s Essay Contest for kids aged 10-14 or 15-18 on human rights themes such as “What is Eleanor Roosevelt’s legacy today?” or “Is it possible to enforce the UDHR today?”  The topic could be chosen by the local club and a prize could be given for the best essay. The winner’s essay and picture could appear on the website.  This would be a great opportunity to bring the discussion of human rights to our children.

Special Leadership Grant for Girls  

Encourage the daughters of your members to apply for the FAWCO $3000 award to attend the Eleanor Roosevelt  Workshop for Girls.  Every year, 60 girls between the ages of 14 and 16, usually 10th or 11th graders, spend 9 days in July at Val Kill (ER’s personal retreat near Hyde Park, NY) and at the UN headquarters,  meeting with accomplished women leaders. The program is designed to encourage and mentor young women who are serious students and who have demonstrated commitment to social justice. 

Words of Wisdom for your newsletters

In each monthly newsletter highlight sections of the UDHR and include a Words of Wisdom section with ER quotes. US ER quotes as a tag line in your personal emails. 

Visit the ER Website

Visit the FAWCO hosted website for other ideas and share your activities with us for posting. http://www.erooseveltudhr.org 
And remember … as Eleanor Roosevelt said, “Nobody really does anything alone…it is only by inducing other to go along that changes are accomplished and work is done.”

